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$5,000 for much less duties? We could not expect 
to procure the services of any man of requisite 
qualifications for $1,500. Justice to this department 
of the Government, justice to the men employed 
in it, and more than all, justice to the inventors, 
who were doing so much in scientific investigation 
for the character of this country, required that the 

roposed increase should be made. The commi- 
bad reported it unanimously. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL referred to an instance 
of an inventor (whose case had been brought to | 
his attention by letter) who had been obliged to 
jeave the city, and would have to wait for months 
before his application could be passed upon. That | 
was a public grievance, and a public grievance that 
ought to be remedied. There was no more inter- 
esting property—no property in lands, stocks, | 
moneys, that was more interesting or more deser- | 
ving of public attention than this property of intel- 
lect. He referred to the cotton gin, an invention | 
made in the State of the gentleman who opposed || 
this bill—in Georgia. 

A voice: No, it was invented in Connecticut. } 

Mr. INGERSOLL. No, in Georgia. .Mr. 
Whitney, the inventor, was born in Connecticut, 
but was living at the time of the invention in |; 
Georgia. 

Mr. TOOMBS (Mr. I. yielding) said that the | 
number of examiners was not affected by the pro- 
posed amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Jonnson.] It was the compensation 
alone which that proposition touched. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, (continuing.) Yes, I un- 
derstand it. It does reach the number, because 
you take from these examiners the compensation, 
and you will not get them. 

He further proceeded to speak of this highly 
interesting property, this intellectual property, 
which, for the first time in the United States of 
America, had been put on something like a respect- | 
able footing, and of the many interesting and im- 
portant men who had been brought to beggary and | 
to the grave by the vexation, litigation, and delay, 
in passing upon their inventions. He was for 
doing something for these people. He knew that 
this was a subject that required the greatest public 
attention, and he must totally dissent from the | 
views expressed by the gentleman from Georgia, 

Mr. Toomss,] for whom he had a great respect. 

e denied that the standard which the gentleman 
had assumed, of State salaries, was any criterion | 
of what salaries should be in this city, with all the 
expenses, uncertainty, and unfavorable circum- 
stances attending these situations. 

He voted for the highest compensation here on | 
the principle that he believed it was the cheapest; 
that it was true economy. They had undertaken, 
at the last session, to cheapen their public printing. 
What was the consequence? Every member was 
entitled, as he was told by some of the younger H 
members who had ciphered it out, to sixty-five || 
copies of the President’s message and accompany- | 
ing documents. Well, after three months he had | 
rt thirteen, where he should have had sixty-five. 

le did not wish to speak unkindly of anybody he 
did not know. 
eternal system of cheapening in small matters was 

® poor policy, and generally proved the most ex- | 
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penne of the case. It was hisambition as a legis- 
ator to be considered an economist; and for this | 
reason he wished to explain why he went in this | 
case for what might be called a high salary. 
Fifteen hundred dollars, it was said, was a com- 
pensation large enough for this Examiner of the 
Patent Office. He read from a list of the salaries 
of the assistants of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey, and of officers in the United States Mint, 
ranging from $2,000 to $3,500, and said the duties 
of none of those were equal in importance to those | 
As had properly been said, he had 
to pass upon the applications for the renewal of 
patents, an error in the decision upon which fre- 
quently gave rise to long and expensive lawsuits, 


| a8 A consequence cu rtailing the advanée of scientific | 


inventions in the community. Was it not better 
in every view—more economical, more just both 
to inventors and to the public, to give sufficient | 
salaries to have the duties correctly performed in | 


examiners. 


in one branch of their business ? 
to say, without intending the least disrespect to the 
gentleman, that in three months he could not make 
himself capable of deciding upon the application 
for a patent for a churn or a washing machine, 
much less of acting upon the applications for im- 
provements of the steam-engine, or of the cotton- 
gin, which had done so much for the gentleman’s 
State. Would the gentleman undertake to say how 


long it would take to educate himself so as to be || 
competent to decide upon even the simplest of these | 


applications ? 

Ar. TOOMBS said he did not think he could 
learn to shoe a horse in three years; but that was 
not a reason why he should pay $500 for it. 

Mr. HENLEY. Well, it might take the gen- 
tleman three years to learn the blacksmithing trade. 
Then, if to learn a mere mechanical operation 
would require three years, how long would it take | 
him to qualify himself to pass upon extremely | 
complicated and difficult cases, wherein not only 
the science of blacksmithing generally, but of en- 
ginery, and a great number of sciences which had 


> . . . . j 
been introduced in this progressive age, were in- || 


volved, and in which thousands and millions of 
dollars were involved also? And when he had 
qualified himself for this duty, would he agree to 
serve this department for $1,500 a year? An ac- 
quaintance not with one, but a familiarity with the 
whole circle of sciences was necessary for a com- 
He ought to bea 
perfect walking-encyclopedia; he ought to have a 
familiar knowledge with the whole circle of sciences, 
and with all the inventions ever made in all coun- 
tries; not, when the application came, to go and 
search through his encyclopedia to see whether such 
a thing had ever before been introduced in the known 
world, and educate himself with reference to the 


| ie || case, but to be ready at once to point to all the in- 
He only wished to say that this i ventions ever made of a similar character—whether 


the application was for a patent, for a churn, ora 
plough, or for any of the important improvements 


pensive. He was an economist on large occasions; | of our age. 


and he thought a great deal of public money might 


The gentleman from Tenneesee told them that 


be saved; but this cutting down of a salary from || the Patent Office building had cost the Government 


00 to $2,000 did not answer the purpose—did 
not result in any good. 

He recurred ‘to the importance and interest of 
this Species of property—the property of intellect 
and genius—that which shed feos upon the 

\merican name in distant climes, and to the neces- 
sity of having it fully protected. To this end 
competent examiners were necessary, and they 
should be paid an adequate salary. He thought 
the salary proposed by this bill was not too high, 
and that it was the best economy. 

Mr. HENLEY remarked, that he rarely if ever 
had differed from his friend from Tennessee (Mr. 
A. Jounson] on a question of retrenchment; but 
he was compelled to do so at this time, and to go 
for the bill of the committee, from the manifest 
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| three or four hundred thousand dollars. Why, 
did the gentleman mean to place the great benefits 


that society had derived from the inventions that | 


had been introduced into use in this country in 
consequence of the Patent Office in the scale against 
dollars and cents? Would the gentleman from 
Georgia or the gentleman from Tennessee attempt 
to estimate the incalculable benefits derived from 
the great inventions of Whitney, and Fulton, and 
Morse? Would they speak about the Patent 
Office and the patent system, which had encour- 
aged these and other stupendous achievements of 
science and inventive genius which went so far to 
distin 
being in debt to the Government? 

| These were the reasons why, in this case, he 


ish our age from all that had preceded it, 
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voted for what was cailed a high salary; but un- 
justly so, he thought. The compensation pro- 
posed was necessary to command the services of 
competent men, and it was paid out of the patent 


‘| fund, which was received from inventors, whose 


claims public justice, as well as justice to them- 
selves individually, demanded should be passed 
| upon with as little delay and upon as enlightened 
and correct principles as possible. 
Mr. STEPHENS moved the previous question, 
which was seconded. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired whether, if 


|| the House were to adjourn now, the bill would be 


the first business in order to-morrow morning ? 
The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order in the morning would be the continuation of 
the calls on committees for reports, and that she 
would commence at the committee where the call 
was suspended to-day; and, as this was a report 
from a committee, it would be the first subject in 


| the first instance? |, order. 
The honorable gentleman from Georgia said | 

| $1,500 was a sufficient compensation for the exer- 

| cise of the kind of attainments required in these || 

Why, had the honorable gentleman ‘| 

| examined thescientific acquirements necessary even 

Mr. H. ventured | 


And then, on motion of Mr. C. J. INGER- 
_SOLL, the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred : 


By Mr. SHEPPERD: The memorial of the Yearly Meet- 
ing of the Society of Friends in North Carolina, remon- 
strating against war, as opposed to the true principles of 
Christianity, and praying Congress to adopt such measures 
as may lead to a speedy restoration of peace between our 
own Government and that of the Republic of Mexico, 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
| John MeAllister, for compensation for carrying the mail. 

By Mr. TWEEDY: The petition of O. F. Donn and 140 
others, citizens of Southport, Wisconsin, praying for au ad- 
ditional apprepriation for the completion of the harbor at 
that place. 
| By Mr.GRINNELL: The petitions of William Whitman 
| and others, against the patent granted to William W. Wood- 
| worth, administrator of Win. Woodworth ; of Grinnell, Min- 
| turn, & Co., and others, for the improvement of passenger 
| Vessels so as to prevent strip fever; and of Atkins Dyer, for 
return of tonnage duty paid by him. 

By Mr. SHERRILL: The remonstrance of J. L. Bloomer 
and 41 others, citizens and farmers of Ulster county, New 
York, against the passage of any law reviving and continu- 
ing the patent of Jethro Wood for a cast-iron plough. Also, 
| the petition of Levinus Monson and others, citizens of Del- 
| aware county. New York, praying for a reduction of postage. 
By Mr. CONGER: The remonstrance of 421 citizens and 
| farmers of Cortland county, New York, against the further 
| extension of the patent of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. BRADY; The petition of Edward Armor for an 
|| increase of his pension. 

|| By Mr. REYNOLDS: The petition of 679 citizens of 
| Troy, New York, praying for the passage of a law autho- 
rizing the transmission of newspapers and other publications 
through the mails at reduced rates of postage, or free. Also, 
the petition of Almy Tifft, for compensation for her father’s 
Also, the petition of citizens of 





| 
|| services in the Revolution. 
Rensselaer county, New York, agajnst the renewal of Jethro 
| Wood’s patent for the cast-iron plough. 
By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of inhabitants of Colli- 
koon, Sullivan county, New York, for a post route from 
Also, the re- 


| Fosterdale to Rockland, in Sullivan county. 
monstrance of E. P. Wheeler and other citizens of Orange 
county, New York, against the renewal or extension of the 
patent to Jethro Wood for a cast-iron plough. 
| By Mr. DUER: The remonstrance of sundry farmers in 
| Wayne county, New York, agaiust the renewal of the patent 
| for Jethro Wood’s plough. ¥ 
| _ By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of sundry citizens of 
| Montgomery county, Ohio, praying that those soldiers who 
| have been enlisted or mustered into the army, and after- 
H wards, before their term of service expired, promoted to be 
i| commissioned officers, may receive the same bounty land as 
| if they had been discharged as privates or non-commissioned 
| officers. 
| ByMr. RUMSEY: The remonstrance of citizens of Steu- 
ben county, New York, against the revival of the patent for 
|! Jethro Wood’s cast-iron plough. 
By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Maria Brown, widow 
| of Joel Brown, a soldierin (he late war with Great Britain, 
|| praying for a pension. 
|| By Mr. NELSON: The remonstrance of W. F. Van Wart 
and 58 others, farmers atid manufacturers of ploughs in the 
| county of Westchester, New York, remonstrating against 
|| the passare of any law for the renewal cr extension of the 
i a Wood patent for the manufacture of the cast-iron 
plough. 
By Mr. STUART, of en The petition of citizens 
of Branch county, Michigan, for a reduction and equaliza- 








tion of 


}| zens of Van Buren county, Michigan, for the same pu i 
i 


By Mr. HUBBARD: The petition of 183 citizens of Mid- 

\| dletown, Connecticut, for the withdrawal of the troops of 
the United States from Mexico. Also, the petition of Cy- 
prian Wilcox and others, inhabitants of New Haven county, 
Connecticut, remonstrating against the renewal of a patent 


‘| to the heirs of Jethro Wood. 
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on newspapers. Also, petitions of the citi- 
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ty Mr. JENKINS: The petition of several hundred in- 


habitants of the State of New York, for the discontinuance | 


of the war with Mexico, and to prohibit the introduction of 
slavery into any territory to be acquired. Also, twenty re- 
monstrances from several hundred inhabitants of the Btate 
of New York, against the renewal of Wood's patent plough. 

By Mr. ROCKHILL: The petitiou of Luther Cleland 
and 33 other citizens of Steuben county, [udiana, praying 
the establishm ont of a post route, to commence at Lima, in 
the State and county aforesaid, by way ot Lexington, Jack- 
son, Steuben, &c., to Defiance, in the Btate of Ohio. 

By Mr. RICUEY: Vhe petition of J. J. Hollester and 102 
citizens of Washington and Athens counties, Ole, praying 
the establishment ot a weekly mail reute from Constitution, 
in Washiogton county, through Warren, Belpre, and Deca- 
tur, to Federaiton, in Athens county, Olio. 

By Mr. HUDSON: ‘The petition of Join Patten and 188 
other legal voters of Bowdotuham, Maine, praying that peace 
may be restored to the country. 

By Mr. HARMANSON: Resolutions of the Legislature 
of Louisiana respecting the location of school tands; re 
specting bounty fand to volunteers; respecting the sixgeenth 
section; and respecting Freneh spoliations. 

By Mr. ROMAN: The petition of John Harrigan, of 
Washington county, Maryland, praying Congress to grant 
him a pension for wounds reeeived at the boinbardment of 
Fort McHenry, in the last war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. COT: The remonstrance of Wright Dwinnell 
aud 77 other citizens of Onondaga coauty, New York; also, 
the remonustrance of Phurey W. Ayres and 120 other citi- 
zens Of the county of Cortland, New York; also, the remon- 
strance of Charles Keen and 32 other citizens of Onondaga 
county, New York, AgcuMinst the pissauge Of any law reviving 
and continuing the patent of Jethco Wood tor a cast-iron 
plough. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of John Sweegles 
and others, of Hilisdale, Michigan, fur a post route from 
Hilisdale to Montpelier, Milliam county, Ohio, Also, the 
remonstrance of BU. Winans and others, of Adrian, Michi- 
gan, against the burther extension of the Jethro Wood pate nt. 
Also, the remonstranee of tsagve Lewia and others, of Mon- 
roe, Michigan, against ihe same. 

By Mr. MciLVAINE: Th 
Chester county, Penusyivania, and Neweastle county, Del 
aware, praying fora post route from Stanton to Avondale. 
Also, the petivon of Benjamin J. Passmore and other tnhab- 
iiants of Chester county, Pennsylvania, praying for a speedy 
and honorable peace, without the acquisition of any Mexi- 
can territory whatever 

iy Mc. MULLIN: The remonstrances of Edmund Davis 
and others, of E. 8S. Hammond and otiers, andof Samuel J. 
Davis and others, citizens of the county of Jefierson, New 
York, against the extension of the patent of Jethro Wood, 
for the cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. ECKEKT: A petition of citizens of Schuylkill 
county, praying for a post route from Orwigsburg, in Schuyl- 
kill, to Lehighton, in Carbon county. 
citizens of Lebanon county, (or a post route trom Jonestown, 
in Lebanon county, to Rehrersburg, in Berks county. 

By Mr. ASHMUN: The petition of the heirs of John Ken- 
krick, one of the first explorers ot Oregon, asking for a con- 
linmalion of their titles to landin that territory. 

by Mr. TURNER: The petition of C, Bennet and sixty 
others, praying for a mail route trom Pera, in the State of 
Liiinois, via Princeton, Winnebago, Yorktown, Washington, 
Bennington, Crandall’s Ferry, Attica, Fair Port, Gustow’s 
Grove, and Pleasant Valley, to Rock Island, in the State of 
Iilinois 

By Mr. FARRELLY: The petition of citizens of Craw- 
ford county, } enusy!vania, for withdrawal of the army from 
Moxico, amifior peace. Also, two remonstrances of citizens 
of Crawitord county, and one of citizens of Mercer county, 
Peins) lvania, ag dnst any further extension of Wood's pat- 
ent. 

By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of Rebeeca 
Bump, of Mount Morris, New York, widow of John Bump, 
a revolutionary soldier, praying for an extension of the laws 
granung pensions to widows of soldiers of the Revolution, 
with accompanying certificates of lon. Micah Brooks, and 
ouers. Also, remonstrance of ‘Thomas C. Love and sixty 
ouer inhabitants of Erie county, New York, against the 
further extension of the patent granted to Jethro Wood. A 
hike remonstrance from Moses taker. Alike remenstrance 
of seventy-five intiabitants Of same county. Also, the peti- 
tion of William Wilkeson, of Buffalo, New York, asking 
that the bill extending the patent to Jethro Wood may be 
amended so as to secure tothe representatives of J. Swan 
the same rights he had in the original patent. Also, petition 
of Sarah Munger, the widow, and Mary Ann Lowell, the 
danghter of Lieutenant Wiseman, deceased, praying for a 
pension on account of the decease of said Wisemun from 

sickness contracted while in the service of the United States 
on the Niagara frontier in the war of 1812, with papers ac 


companying said petition, and former papers on the same * 


subject taken from the files. 

Ry Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The petition of the 
Brockport and Clarkson Plank Road Company, asking to be 
allowed to import from Canada a certain quantity of lumber 
free of duty. Also, the remonstrance of Earl D. King and 
205 others, of Brockport, New York, against renewing the 
patent of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The remonstrance of Samuel Rich- 
mond and 102 others, inhabitants of the county of Genesee, 
New York, against the renowal of the patent granted to 
Jethro Wood for a cast-iron plough. Also, the like remon- 
strance of S. Chamberlin and 94 others, of Leroy, New 
York. Aiso, the memorial of Owen Griffith and 201 others, 
of Batavia, New York, opposed to any further cale of the 
public lands; asking that the same may be laid out into 


farms for the tree use of such citizens (not possessed of | 


other lands) as will occupy them; end that no transfer of 
such lands be made io States or Territories, only on condi 
tion that such a disposition shall be made of them. Also 
the iike memorial of Jesse Sherwood and 57 others, of By. 
ron, New York. Also, the remonstrance of B njamin Clark 
and others, opposed to the revival of the patent to Jethro 
Wood for a cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: A remonstrance of 1,433 
farmers, from the counties of Tioga, Madison, Oneida, Cay- 


petition of sundry citizens of 


Also, a petition of 


= 











uga, Herkimer, Wyoming, Seneca, Saratoga, St. Lawrence, | of the Legislature of Rhode Island, in fayor 
Ontario, Monroe, Albany, Livingston, Wayne, Schoharie, || . 
and Oswego, State of New York, against renewing or ex- | 


tending the patent to Jethro Wood. Also, the affidavits of 
Eijab Wilson and John 8. Peckham, of Oneida eounty, 
New York, showing the sum of $4,400 paid Jethro Wood 
by three furnaee companies (in a short period of time) for 


the privilege of manufacturing and vending his cast-iron | 


plough. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of J. W. Mitchell, John 
Stevens, and 120 other citizens of Yonkers, Westchester 
county, New York, praying that the General Government 


no lounger traffie nor perniit traffic in the public lands yetin | 


its possession; that such land shai) be Jaid out in farms and 
lots for the free use of such citizens (not possessed of other 


land) as will occupy them, with the right to dispose of the | 
possession to any One not possessed of other land; and that | 
the jurisdiction of the public lands be transferred to the | 


Stuutes or Territories only on condition that such disposition 
shall be made of tiem. 
Quinby, Aaron Ward, and others, citizens of Sing Sing, 
Westchester county, New York, against the passage of any 
Inw renewing or extending the patent to Jethro Wood for 
the cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. WEN'T WORTH: The remonstrance of General 


—C.C. Van Horn, and a very large number of other citizens | 
of Mill county, [inois, against the confirmation of certain | 


Indian claims in that county. Also, the petition of citizens 


of Kendall county for a mail route trom Ottawa, via Nor- | 


way, Newark, and Oswego, to Naperville. 


By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition of citizens 
of Brooklyn and vicinity, in the county of Jackson, Michi- |) 
gan, for a mail route from Brooklyn to Grand Lake, in the | 


county and State aforesaid. 
By Mr. GIDDINGS: 
States from support of slavery : 
nine others citizens of Ohio; Lewis Morgan and seventy 
nine other citizens of Stark county, Ohio; M. R. Robinson 
and eighty-seven other citizens of Stark county, Ohio. For 
reduction of postage: William H. Mills and sixty-two otha 
citizens of Greenville, Obio. For a Congress of Nations, to 


-ettle national disputes : Josiah Wheet and one hundred and | 


eighty-eight other citizens of Oliio. For a system of direct 
taxation, to defray expenses of the war: B. B. Willson and 
forty-five other citizeas of ;Ohio. 


official duty: William Miliford. 
By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The memorial of the 


mayor and consmon council of Rochester, asking Congress | 


to adopt measures to prevent the unjust increase of foreign 
paupers in our seaboard and inland frontier cities and towns. 
By Mr. PENDLETON: The petition of Mezsrs. Koons & 
Dean, praying to be paid for advances made to Captain Fair- 
faa’s company of volunteers. 
By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of Judson 


Saurin and others, praying for the establishment of a naval || 


depét at New Buffalo, in the State of Michigan. 
Mr. ROMAN obtained leave to withdraw the papers in 
relation to the claim of the legal representatives of Heury 


tiofiiman, of Maryland, deceased, and that the same be re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. — : 
By Mr. DICKINSON: Several petitions from citizens of 


| Seneca county, Ohio, praying for « mail route from Tiilin, 


Seneca county, Ohio, to Rome, in said county. Also, a pe- 


tition from citizens of Crawford county, praying for a mail | 


route from Brokensword, i: Crawford county, to Republic, 
in Seneca county, Ohio. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 29, 1848. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Warker, 
his Secretary : 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 
24th instant, requesting to be informed whether 
the active operations of the army of the United 


States in Mexico have been, and now are suspend- | 
ed; and if so, by whose agency, and in virtue of |, 


what authority such armistice has been effected, I 
have to state, that | have received no information 


relating to the subject, other than that communi- | 
eated to the Senate with my Executive message | 


of the 22d instant. JAMES K. POLK. 
Wasuineton, February 28, 1848. 


On motion by Mr. ALLEN, it was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 

Mr. TURNEY presented a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, in favor 
of increasing the pay of the private soldiers in the 
service of the United States in Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Also, a resolution of said Legislature, in favor | 


of the enactment of a law to provide for the pay- 


| ment of the value of horses and equipments lost 


by volunteers in the service of the United States 


in the Mexican war; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a resolution of said Legislature, in favor 
of a law allowing further compensation to certain 
companies of Missouri mounted volunteers mus- 
tered into the service of the United States in the 
year 1836; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLARKE presented sundry tesalutions 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Also, the remonstrance of Reuben | 


For release of the people of the free | 
John Farringion and sixty- | 


Praying indemnity for | 
seizing a vessel while petitioner was in the discharge of | 


Feb. 29 


’ 


bringing the war with Mexico to a close, Pe 
stating that, discarding all purposes of conquest 
and occupuiion, or of extorting from Mexico » 
territorial indemnity for claims ascertained or ae 
adjusted, it is expedient that measures be taken to 
establish the relations of peace between the Uyi- 
ted States and that Republic, by such a treaty of 
indemnity and limits as will secure an equitalje 
boundary between the contracting parties and a just 
indemnity to the United States for all claims as. 
certained or unadjusted previous to the order of 
13th January, 1846, directing the advance of the 
army from Corpus Christi to the western bank of 
the Rio Grande. 

Mr. RUSK presented a resolution passed by the 
Legislature of the State of Texas, in favor of {je 
enactment of a law requiring the judve of the dis. 
trict court of the United States for the district of 
Texas, to reside within the limits of his district: 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 

printed. 
| Also,a resolution of said Legislature, in favor of 
incorporating the navy of the late Republic of 
Texas in the naval establisiiment of the United 
States; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. . 
|| Mr. YULEE presented a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Florida, in favor of 
the enactment of a law providing compensation to 
citizens of that State who suffered by Indian dep- 
redations in the Seminole war; also resolutions of 
said Legisla‘ure in favor of a law making provision 
|| for the widows and orphans of the officers and 
soldiers who have lost their lives in the war with 
Mexico; which were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
|| Also, resolutions of said Legislatare in favor of 
removing the land office from Newnansville to 
Oceola, in that State; in favor of the enactment of a 
law granting to that State, for school purposes, any 
land which may have reverted to the United States 
|| under the armed occupation act, and the right to 
locate, in separate sections, a quantity of land 
granted by Congress for a seat of government for 
| said State; in favor of the enactment of a law to 

provide for the survey and location of all lands in 
|, that State claimed under Spanish grants; in favor 
| of the enactment of a law authorizing the inhabi- 
tants of townships in that State, whose schvol 
lands are valueless or covered by prior Spanish 
| grants, to enter on any of the public lands of the 
1, United States a like quantity of land; which were 
|| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


|| Mr WESTCOTT presented a resolution passed 
by the Legislature of the State of Florida, relative 
| to certain changes in the mode of carrying the 
mail on the route from Chattahoochie to Pensa- 
| cola; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 
|| Also, a resolution passed by the Legislature of 
|| the State of Florida, in favor of the removal of the 
| Indian tribes, in that State, to the territory pro- 
vided for their reception, and the adoption of 
|| measures for protecting the inhabitants of said 
'| State from Indian incursions and depredations; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 
| Also, resolutions of said Legislature, in favor of 
‘| agrant of public land for the erection of a court- 
| house at Tampa, in that State; in favor of the en- 
_ actment of a law to graduate the price of the public 
| lands in that State; in favor of the relinquishment 
| to that State of certain overflowed lands, the pro- 
| ceeds of which, when reclaimed, to be applied to 
| purposes of education; and in favor of the enact- 
_ ment of a law granting preémption rights to actual 
'| settlers on the public lands in that State; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS. vd 

| Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
| Rockland Carlton, praying the reimbursement of 
| the amount of a fine incurred by him through the 
| mistake of a custom-house officer; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition from a vast 
number of inhabitants of Newport and its vicinity, 
in Rhode Island, asking that the war with Mexico 
may be brought to a close, and stating that the 
'| prosecution of the war against Mexico is alike 


| 
| 
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repugnant to the dictates of humanity and the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion, and remonstrating 
against all further exposure of the lives of their 
fellow-beings in this cause as wanton and wicked, 
and imploring Congress to abstain from what is 
believed by them to be contrary to the will of 
the great body of the American people; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. ona a 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
Ozvle county, ilinois;a petition of Enoch Pond and 
others, citizens of the United States; a petition of 
James Knapp and others, citizens of the United 
States; a petition of A. W. Townsend and others, 
citizens of the State of Pennsylvania; a petition of 
Origen Bacheler; a petition of female inhabitants 
of Syracuse, New York; and a petition of female 
inhabitants of Bangor and its vicinity, in Maine, 
praying the adoption of measures for the reéstab- 
lishment of peace between the United States and 
the Republic of Mexico; which were referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Portsmouth and 
New Castle, New Hampshire, praying an increase 
of the duties on imported fish; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Alexander Ladd, legal rep- 
resentative Of Nathaniel A. Haven and Eliphalet 
Ladd, deceased, praying the final action of Con- 





oress on the claims of American citizens to in- | 
demnity for spoliations committed on their com- | 


merce by the French Government prior to 1800; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary. a so : 
Also, a petition of citizens of Erie county, Ohio, 


praying the enactment of a law organizing a vol- | 
unteer force for the suppression of insurrections in | 
the southern States; a petition of citizens of Locks | 
Village, Massachusetts, praying the adoption of | 


measures for terminating the war with Mexico, 
and the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia; and two petitions of citi- 


zens of the State of Ohio, praying the adoption of | 


measures for releasing the citizens of the non- 
slaveholding States from all constitutional obliga- 
tions to countenance the institution of slavery; 


the motions to receive which were laid upon the | 


table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Western Pennsyl- 
vania, praying the repeal of the act imposing a 
fine on persons convicted of harboring or conceal- 
ing fugitive slaves; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted a com- 
munication addressed to him by Woodson Wren, 
postmaster at Natchez, Mississippi, on the subject 
of amending the Post Office laws, and increasing 
the compensation of postmasters; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads. 

Mr. BELL presented a petition of citizens of 
Overton county, Tennessee, praying the adoption 
of measures for terminating the war with Mexico; 
which was laid upon the table. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Ichabod Jordan, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. UPHAM, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Azel Spalding, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was 

Ordered, That the documents on the files of the 
Senate, relating to the claim of Joseph Loranger, 

referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was 
Ordered, That Ross Winans have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Ga., it was 
Ordered, That Zachariah Cox have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 


Mr. RUSK gave notice that to-morrow, or at 
some early day, he would ask leave of the Senate 
to introduce a bill to provide for transcribing cer- 
tain State papers of the late Republic of Texas. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Campsetn, their Clerk, an- 
houncing thatthe House of Representatives had 
= a bill granting the franking privilege to Mrs. 

uisa Catharine Adams, in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 
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second time by its title, when 

Mr. MILLER moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill; and the motion 
having been agreed to, the bill was considered, read 


| a third time, and passed. 


ALABAMA AND FLORIDA BOUNDARY. 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. BAGBY asked and 


| obtained leave to bring in a bill in relation to the 
| boundary line between Alabama and 


Florida; 
which was read the first and second times by 


| unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 


on Publie Lands. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Bethiah Healy, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill granting a pension to Bethiah 


| Healy; which was read, and passed to the second 


reading. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petition of David 


| H. Leeper, reported a bill to confirm to the legal 
| representatives of Joseph Dutailles the location of 
| a certain New Madrid certificate; which was read, 
| and passed to the second reading. 


On motion by Mr. BREESE, it was 
Ordered, That a letter from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, accompanying the petition of Joseph Du- 


| tailles, be printed. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
ALLEN, came up for consideration: 


Resolved, ‘That the fortieth rule for conducting business in 
the Senate, and which requires the Senate to ciose its doors 
when transacting Executive business, be rescinded, and the 
Senate shall hereafter sit with open doors while transacting 
all business. 


Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and the question having been taken, 
it was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashley, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, 
Bradbury, Breese, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Clarke, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, Downs, 
Felch, Greene, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, 
Miller, Moor, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Webster, and Yulee—39. 

NAY S—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Bright, 
Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Hale, 
Hannegan, Houston, and Turney—13. 


The following resolution then came up: 


Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy be, and the same | 


is hereby, removed from all past proceedings of the Senate 
in Executive session. 


Mr. ALLEN expressed a wish, that in conse- | 


quence of the recent vote on the other résolution, 
this might be informally passed over, as he desired, 


at some more convenient time, to discuss the sub- | 


ject. 


Mr. MANGUM said, that he regarded this | 


whole matter as clearly out of order. No discus- 


sion could take place on this subject which would | 
not bean interference with the Executive functions | 
He moved, therefore, in order to a | 


final disposition of the whole matter, to lay the res- || morrow. 


. |, now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
Mr. ALLEN desired to say a single word if the 


Senator from North Carolina would withdraw his | 


of the Senate. 


olution on the table, 


motion. 


Mr. MANGUM. Certainly; I will withdraw it | 


| lowing communication: 


for that purpose. 


Mr. ALLEN resumed. He suggested to Sena- || 
tors round him, that as it was his intention to exe | 


press his views on this resolution on some future 


day, when the Senate would not be pressed with | 


impertant business, the motion to lay it on the 
table, as a final disposition of it, ought not to be 
agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM renewed his motion, and the 
resolution was ordered to be laid on the table with- 
out a division. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Benton, was taken up and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the proceed- 


ings of the general court martial in the case of Lieutenant 
Colonel Frémont. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of Executive business, and 
remained there until half-past four, p. m., when 


the doors were opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


I. GLOBE. 


The bill from the House granting the franking | 
privilege to Louisa Catharine Adams, widow of | 
| the late John Quincy Adams, was read a first and 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, March 1, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced as the business first 
in order the bill of the Senate ** providing additional 
examiners for the Patent Office,’’ which was yes- 
terday reported from the Committee on Patents, 
with amendments, and under consideration when 
the House adjourned; the question being on the 
amendment of Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee, viz: 
to strike out the sum of §2,500 as salaries to the 
chief examiners, and insert $1,500, on which the 
previous question was moved and seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

The question now was on the main question, 
viz: to strike out $2,500, and insert $1,500; and 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 79, nays 105. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the third reading of 
the biil, it was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, and the bill was then read a third time. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, with a view to reduce the salaries from 
$2,500 to $2,000. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to lay the motion on 
the table; which was decided in the negative—yeas 
74, nays 116. 

So the motion to reconsider was not laid on the 
table. 

And the question then recurring on agreeing to 
the said motion— 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said he hoped 


| it would prevail; for some amendments were ne- 


cessary, and there were some provisions in the bill 
that were ambiguous that should be made clear. 
He was desirous to move an amendment (o reduce 
the salary of the Commissioner of Patents five hun- 
dred dollars, and, as that officer agreed with him 
in politics, he should not expose himself to a charge 
of being actuated by party feelings. Another 
amendment which he wished to offer was, to pro- 
vide for the disposition of the fees to be collected 
under this bill. There were others, too, which he 
would not now enumerate. Mr. J. then defended 
himeelf against the charge that he was opposed to 
the arts and sciences. He examined the nature of 
the duties of the examiners of patents, and con- 
trasted their labors with those of their fellow-citi- 
zens of all ranks and professions, and contended 
that they did not labor six hours a day, while they 
were better paid than State officers. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. VINTON rose and said, it was very im- 
portant that the bill which was before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
Monday, to supply deficiencies in the erie 
tions for the present fiscal year, should be disposed 
of, otherwise the operations of the Government 
would be suspended. If the House should con- 
sent now to go into Committee of the Whole for 
the purpose of disposing of that bill, the one now 
under consideration would retain its place as the 
morning business, and could be disposed of to- 
He therefore moved that the House 


the state of the Union. 
Before the question was taken— 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


Wasmnoron, February 29, 1848. 

Sir: The resolutions in honor of my dear deceased hus- 
band, passed by the illustrious assembly over which you 
preside, and of which he at the moment of his death was a 
member, have been duly communicated to me. 

Penetrated with grief at this distressing eFéent of my life; 
mourning the loss of one who has been at once my exampie 
and my support through the trials of balf a century, permit 
me nevertheless to express through you my deepest grati- 


| tude for the signal manner in which the public regard has 


been voluntarily manifested by your honorable body, and the 
consolation derived to me and mine from the reflection, that 
the unwearied efforts of an old public servant have not even 
in this world proved without their reward in the generous 
appreciation of them by his country. 
yith great respect, [ remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
LOUISA CATHARINE ADAMS. 


| To the Hon. Roserr C. WintHror, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives of the U. S. 


DEFICIENT APPROPRIATIONS. 

The question then recurring, and was taken, on 
the motion of Mr. Vixtox, and having been deci+ 
ded in the affirmative— 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Hut, of New York, in the 
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chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 184s. 


titled to the flocr, rose and addressed the commit- 
tee as follows: 

When the loan bill, with the proposed amend- 
ment of the mjnority of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, was under discussion, it was my pur- 
pose to have addressed the House in relation to 
those measures, and especially the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the finances. I failed 
to do so at that time, but suppose itto be quite 
pertinent to the bill now before the House to pre- 
sent my views in relation to that report. 

In common with the public at large, | was aston- 


| 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, being en- | 


ished when it was announced, afier the lapse of | 


more than a month from the time when the Sec- 
retary made his report to Congress, that he had 
discovered an error of about seven millions of 


dollars in his original estimate. It seemed incredi- | 


ble that so cross and disgraceful a mistake should 
have been made, in any form, by any head of the 
Treasury Department. It was supposed that, at 
least, the error must have been one of estimate 
merely; but when it appeared, on the examination 
of the supplemental report of the department, and 


| period mentioned in table E. 1 


the tables in the report, referred to, that it was a | 


misstatement of the amount of funds actually re- 


| statement is correct, of the avails of treasury notes 
during this quarter, the mistake of the Secretary || 
| is more than $3,300,000. 


ceived into the trensury, of the avails of treasury || 


notes during the first quarter of the present fiscal 
oa that the Secretary had in his hands seven mil- 
ions of available means more than he was aware 


of, and that the amount of the loan asked for by 
him could be reduced to that amount, the amaze- | 


ment of the intelligent business portion of the 
public was unbounded. After such an exhibition 
of gross ignorance of the condition of the depart- 


ment; after so grievous an error in the statement | 
of the matter which was the very gist of his report, | 


which remained undetected for a month and ten 
days after the report had been sent to Congress, 
I came to the examination of this document with 
the utmost distrust in its accuracy, which has been 
fully justified, as I think, in the result; and I expect 
to substantiate the following propositions: 

1. That, deducting the actual and estimated re- 
ceipts for the two years ending 30th June, 1848, 
(including the entire amount of treasury notes au- 
thorized by the acts of July 22, 1846, and Januar 
28, 1847,) from the actual and estimated expendi- 
tures for the same period, there remains, on the 
basis of the report itself, an amount to be provided 
by loan—an excess of expenditures over receipts— 
greater by more than $1,132,000 than the amount 
shown by the Secretary or provided for in the loan 
bill. 


2. That this amount is shown by a subsequent 


statement, furnished me by the Register of the || 
Treasury, to be larger than the above sum, as a | 


portion of the expenses charged under the head of 
redemption of treasury notes and loans, during the 
last fiscal year and the first quarter of the present 
fiscal year, was for payments made on account of 
prior loans and for interest; and that by these two 
reports, taken together, it will appear that the ex- 
cess of expenditure on the Ist rm 1848, would 
be, instead of $1,132,000, more than $1,500,000 
more than the amount of the estimates of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

3. That the amount of avails of treasury notes 
actually received for the last, and the first quarter 
of the present, fiscal year, and the amount esti- 
mated as available, exceed by more than five mil- 
lions the whole amount authorized; and if from 
this is deducted, as it should be, the amount of 
treasury notes redeemed during the same period, 
there is still an excess of more than $1,500,000 of 
avails of treasury notes, actual and estimated, over 
and above the amount authorized to be issued, on 
the supposition that the amount of treasury notes 
actually redeemed is truly stated in the tables for 
the ‘irst quarter of the present fiscal year. 

4. That the explanatory statement of the Regis- 
ter of the Treasury furnishes no satisfactory ex- 
planation, and is shown on its face to be erroneous 
to an amount exceeding $135,000 in the result at 
which it arrives. 

5. That the amount of treasury notes for the 
first quarter, as stated in table B, attached to the 
report, is not correctly stated; that the whole 
amount actually received during the quarter from 
customs, as shown by table KK, and from public 
lands, as shown by table X, was the sum of 
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demption of treasury notes, of $2,385,329, includes 
the amount of notes funded, which is in no sense 
a redemption of the notes, and in no way reduces 
the amount of the avails of the notes previously 
received, as stated on the other side of the account; 
that this appears from other tables attached to the 
report; thus showing that in this statement there | 
was an errorof more than $2,300,000; and if the 


6. That, according to these tables, the amount | 
of treasury notes available for the residue of the 
present fiscal year, after the first quarter, instead | 
of being, as stated by the Secretary, $6,285,294 | 
55, would be only about $2,800,000, thus showing | 
an over-estimate of the available means of about 
three and a half millions of dollars. 

7. That the statement of the amount of public 
debt and interest paid during the year ending De- | 
cember 1, 1847,is more than $10,400,000,as shown | 
by table E, and less, as shown by table Q, than 


$9,300,000 for seventeen months, embracing the | 


I am aware, sir, that lam making a very serious 
charge, and one which, if sustained by the papers 
to which | shall refer,~vill show the head of this 
department to be most grossly incompetent to the 
station which he fills. It is made with great sin- 
cerity, at least, and after a careful examination. If | 
I did not suppose the results to which I have ar- | 


| 


rived demonstrable as well as true, I should not |! 


make any such assertion, and I am quite desirous 
that the members of the Committee of Ways and | 


| Means, or any other gentleman in the House who | 


| speaking, correct any statement which I may make 





shall suppose that I am wrong, should, while I am 


if in his opinion erroneous. : 
The main problem to be solved is, upon the 


_ basis of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 


of the actual and estimated expenditures and means 
of payment for the two years ending July 1, 1848, 
what will be the amount to be provided for on that 
= by the way of loan? 


his proposition appears.to me to be a very | 


simple one, and to the solution of which it is not 


at all difficult to arrive. The amount of actual and |! 


estimated expenditures is given in the report of the | 
Secretary of the Treasury for the two years. The 

amount of the actual and estimated receipts is 

given also during the same period. 
of payment are from three sources only: 1. The 
balance on hand on the Ist of July, 1846, the com- 
mencement of the two years. 2. The ordinary 


cellaneous sources. 3. The amount of the loans 

authorized during the same period by Congress. 
It is evident, therefore, if you leave out of con- 

sideration the loans of 1846 and 1847, and the 


amount to be received from that source, deducting | 


the amount of notes redeemed, the amount of the 


balance on hand added to the amount Of actual and || 
estimated receipts being deducted from the amount | 


of expenditures actual and estinated during the 
same period, will give the balance to be provided 
for on the Ist of July, 1848. 
you deduct the total amount of the two loans au- 


thorized, the balance must necessarily be the sum | 


to be provided for at the end of the year. 
In this view of the matter, which I begin by 


placing in its most simple form, it is perfectly cer- || 
tain that nothing more in any way can be made | 
out of the loan of $33,000,000 than, if sold at par, | 


the precise amount; or, if sold at a fraction above 
par, the trifling amount in addition; and no process 
of ciphering, no combination of figures, no mathe- 
matics, either in the Treasury Department or else- 
where, can vary the result In this view of the 
subject, it is quite unimportant whether the loan 


has been negotiated or not, whether it is all in the | 


form of money in the treasury, or in the form of 


scrip or treasury notes in the hands of the Secre- | 
tary, which = be made available for the use of | 


the treasury. ‘The result is the same; nothing 


more can be made out of this loan, at par, than the | 


sum of $33,000,000. 

It appears, however, b 
avails of wer notes an 
ending Ist of July, 1847, was $25,679,199 45. It 
also appears, on the other side of the same state- 
ment, that there was paid for the “ redemption 
of treasury notes during the year,’’ the sum of 
42 361,397 07, which, being deducted, leaves the 


the report, that the 


These means || 


| 
| 
| 
receipts from the customs, public lands, and mis- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


If from this amount |. } 
| itures over the receipts 
| 
| 


loans during the year || 








net amount of avails of treasury notes during the 
year to be the sum of $23,217,702 38; and if this 
1s deducted from the amount of the two loans, the 
whole amount of available means from -treasur 
notes for the present year would be only the sum 
of $9,782,297 62. 

This was the whole amount of treasury notes 
available at the end of the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1847. If from this you deduct in the first place 
the amount of avails of treasury notes and loan 
for the first quarter, less the amount redeemed and 
returned into the treasury, you have the whole 


| amount, on the Secretary’s own showing, of the 


treasury notes available for the residue of the pres- 
ent fiscal year. 

In order to present this matter at the glance of 
the eye, | give the statement, as shown by the re. 
port of the Secretary, for the two years, in a sum- 
mary presenting the results of the Secretary’s own 
figures: 


Actual expenditures for the year ending 30th 


PUM, TOSS os tp cdnsnpesecn ces a - $59,451,177 65 
Deduct treasury notes redeemed............ 2,351,397 07 


97,089,780 Sx 
Actual expenditures for the 
quarter ending September 
30, 1848, and estimated ex- 
penditures for the rest of the 
| year, ending 30th of June, 
SPE vshi nba genet esoikeeees $58,615,660 07 
| Deduct redemption of treasu- 
| ry notes in the first quarter 
| in table B, contained in 
statement of expenditures of 
first quarter.......... veces 2,385,329 63 


56,230,330 44 
113,820,111 02 
Actual receipts during the year 

ending 30th June, 1847, ex- 

clusive of loans and notes... . $35,473,229 45 
Estimated receipts during the 

year ending 30th June, 1848, 

exclusive of amounts of 

treasury notes and joans... 34,900,000 00 


70,373,229 45, 


| 42,946,851 57 











| Total amount of loans..........+e0.++6+ 33,000,000 00 
| 
Excess of expenditures over receipts on the 
DMM BO ERiresscsnes cases possesses CORSET 
By the original statement of 
{| the Secretary of the Treasu- 
\| ry, the excess of expendi- 
|| tures over receipts, was.... $15,729,114 27 
| Deduct for avails of treasury 
notes omitted by mistake, as 
| per statement of January 19, 
1848 ..ceeeeeeceeeeseceeees 6,915,078 00 
By the corrected statement ofthe Secretary... 8,814,036 27 
| Error of the Secretary in under-estimating 
the excess of expenditures, and under-sta- 
ting the amonnt of loan, as appearing by 
his report......... coccccvccccccsccs cove 1,199,845 0 
| This amount, however, should ) 
| be inereased, ~ in a. 
| amount of “redemption o 
| treasury’? notes above, is — = 404,298 70 
| included notes under other 67 622 00 ’ 
| acts, as by statement of the . 
| Register of the Treasury, | 
| WEBS. ccccvevccocccccccsces 1,537,143 00 


|| It thus appears that, deducting the receipts and 

' available means from the expenditures, there re- 

mains on the Ist of July next an excess of expend- 

reater than the sum re- 

ported by the Secretary by $1,132,845 30. This 

amount is shown by the report of the Secretary; 

and, in order to arrive at the result, I have deduct- 

ed from the statement of the expenditures during 

| the last year and the first quarter of the present 

| fiscal year the amount of treasury notes said to 

| have been returned into the treasury, as contained 

| in schedules A and B. But since the last report 

|, of the department, the Register of the Treasury has 

| furnished what purports to be a precise statement 
|| of these treasury notes, (to which I shall have oc- 
|, casion to refer, and to show that even that state- 
| ment is erroneous from the statement itself.) From 
'| this statement it appears that there were embraced 

|| in these two entries the sum of $404,298 70, which 
| was for expenditures in re¢emption of other loans 
and interest. As this amount, therefore, should 
| not, in the view we have taken, have been deduct- 
| ed from the expenditures, of course the balance of 
| 


|, the excess of expenditures over receipts would be 80 
much greater—that is, $1,537,143 more than stated 
| by the Secretary, or provided for by the loan bill. 
| In the foregoing statement we have estimated the 
| precise avails of the loan at $33,000,000. The 
| small advance on a portion of it would slightly vary 
| the result. It seems to me that nothing can 
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iainer than that the sum which is shown by these || 
fures is the true balance to be provided for. 

“1 am aware that some gentlemen (and the Sec- 
retary seems to be of that number) have some idea 
that the power to reissue these treasury notes 

laces in some way increased means in the power 
of the Government; and that this thirty-three mil- 
jions may become fifty millions, or some other 
indefinite amount. Nothing in the world can be 
more erroneous, not to say absurd, than this view, 
as a moment’s consideration will show. The acts 
of July, 1846, and January, 1847, which authorized 
the issue of treasury notes ora loan, expressly 
limit the gross amount to the sum of $33,000,000. 
Ifa loan had been effected the day after the pass- | 
ing of these acts for the whole amount, no one | 
disputes that nothing further could be realized. 
The authority given by the acts would be thus 
exhausted. ould not this have given the Gov- | 
ernment all that they can in any way receive from |, 
these two loans? = If the price was the same, would 
not the Secretary of the Treasury have preferred 
to issue Stock instead of treasury notes? {t will 
also be agreed, that if the notes were issued on two 
years’ time, and not redeemable under that time, 
when the money was received into the treasury on 
the whole of these notes, nothing further would | 
remain to be received from that source. || 

Now, sir, the question is, whether the receiving 
these treasury notes at the custom-houses and land 
offices instead of gold and silver, in any way in- || 
creases the available amount of thisloan. It most 
clearly does not. When they are so received, they | 
are received in the place of gold and silver, which || 
would otherwise go into the treasury; and after | 
they are received, the very best thing which can | 

be done with them is to negotiate them the very 

next day for the very gold and silver which would 
otherwise have been received from the payer of | 
duties. These treasury notes are, so far as pay- | 
ment of duties, &c., is concerned, a kind of Gov- || 
ernment paper money; and it would be just as | 
absurd for a bank to suppose that it was a gainer 
to have the debts due to it paid in its own bills, || 
instead of being paid in gold and silver, or that | 
the gold and silver would not be as available to the || 
bank as its own promises to pay. There are many 
| 


other suggestions on this subject which show the 
utter absurdity of supposing thatform of paying the | 
bills into the custom-house, instead of specie, at all | 
increases the available means of the Government. 
If there had not apparenti 
surrounding this subject, a grievous confusion of | 
ideas which seems to have been one cause of the | 
successive and almost incredible errors of the || 
Secretary of the Treasury, | should not, most || 
assuredly, have argued so plain a proposition. If, || 
however, I am correct thus far, it is not at all ne- 
cessary for me to proceed one step further to show | 
that there is the mistake to which I have above re- 
ferred, and which will require an increase of the | 
loan bill some one and a half millions of dollars. | 
There have been, however, a succession of || 
blunders on this subject, in part connected with 1 
the statements I have already made, and growing || 
out of them, and in part of a separate and distinct || 
character, and showing the error to be far more | 
serious in amount. It is not, in the view I have | 
taken of the subject, and in order to arrive at these | 
results, important that we should be successful in | 
exposing or correcting these blunders. It may, 
however, be very important, and, in view of the 
recent advertisement of the Secretary for proposals 
for five millions of treasury notes, of the utmost 
practical interest to expose other and more serious | 
errors. | 
The Secretary states the amount of avails of || 
treasury notes, as I have already shown, during | 
the year 1846 and the first quarter of 1847, and the | 
estimate of avails from the same quarter, as follows: || 
Avails of treasury notes during 
year ending 30th June, 1847, $25,679,199 45 


duct redemption oftreasury 
notes during the year...... 2,961,397 07 


y been a dense fog | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
1} 


ti 
} 





17,802 38 
Avails of treasury notes for ne 
quarter ending Ist October, 

TOT. 0..scccccsccncece voce QUelaete C8 

Redemption or treasury notes 

and interest...........+... 2,385,329 63 

| 

Estimated avails of treasury notes and loans 

for year, as in TEPOFt.........seeeseeecers 








34,132,845 30 || 
Deduct from this amount the amount of loan 33,000,000 00 || 


1,132,845 30 |! 
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| Add amount of treasury notes and stock avail- 


| Treasury DePrarTMENT, 


|| the eh 


| ment. 


loan and estimate for this year, than the whole of 
the loan by more than a million of dollars. Per- 


| ceiving this discrepancy, I applied to the Register 


of the Treasury for an explanation of the difficulty. 


The result of this he has given me in the following 
statement: 


Stutement explanatory of the Loans and Treasury Notes 


authorized by acts of 1846 and 1847. 


Amount reccived for treasury notes and loans 


under acts of 1846 and 1847, during the 
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1847, per Sec- 
RNS io0t 66.0i decd nanhsxawsanven 
Deduct treasury notes redeemed under acts 
of 1846 and 1847, being part of the sum of 
2,351,397 07, included under the head of 
reimbursement of treasury notes for same 
year, the difference being for notes re- 
deemed undes other acts. ........ 6.00000 


$25,679,199 45 


2,167,700 00 
23,511,499 45 
Amount received for treasury notes and loans 

during the quarter ending 30th September, 

1847, omitted in the financial statement in 

Secretary’s report, but contained in the 


table referred to in that statement 6,915,078 00 


30,426,517 40 


| Deduct treasury notes reimbursed under acts 


of 1346 and 1847, being part of the sum of 
$2,385,329 63, included ander the head of 
redemption of treasury notes and interest, 
in the same quarter, the difference being 
for treasury notes issued under other acts 


Oe MON se Sociccacivisvcvs yencea ods 2,242 350 00 


28,184,227 45 
Deduct also treasury notes redeemed and 
funded, issued under acts prior to act of 
22d of July, 1846, also part of said sum of 
$2,385,329 63 7,622 00 


23,116,005 45 


SPOOR OH eee ee eee ee eee 


Deduct also the amount of treasury notes 
issucd under acts of 1846 and 1847, which 
were in the hands of the accounting offi- 
cers on the Ist of October, 1847, and not 
covered by warrant, but which notes when 
covered will make the charge against the 
treasury equal to the notes converted into 
stock or received for public dues.......... 1,401,909 09 

26,714,:09 45 

able for the remainder of the fiseal year 

ending 30th June, 1848, (see statement G 

accompanying Secretary’s report)........ 6,285,294 55 

33,000,000 00 

DANIEL GRAHAM, Register. 

Register’s Office, January 18, 1848. 
This corrected statement of the Register of the 


|| Treasury is, on the face of it, erroneous, to the 


extent of $135,244, arising from the adding of the 
sum of $67,622, instead of deducting it. A word 
of explanation will make this clear. 
shows the avails of treasury notes to have been 
for the first quarter of the present year $6,915,078. 
From this amount, in order to show the actual 
amount of these notes on hand, should be deducted 
the amount which has been returned into the treas- 
ury of notes issued in 1846 and 1847. This is 
stated in the report to be 2,385,329 63. The Re- 
gister, however, states, in his corrected statement, 
that a portion of these notes, so stated as having 
been redeemed or returned into the treasury, were 


OBE. 


a 


It thus appears that, according to his own show- | 
| ing, there is a greater amount received from this 


405 


== ——_ 








in the confidence of the Executive and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, will enlighten us in this 
matter, which, to my eyes, appears to be not re- 
markable for clearness, however much it may have 
been the wish of the officers at the department to 
throw light on this subject. Let us, however, look 
at this explanation in connection with table G, from 
which the estimated balance, which is to be avail- 
able for the year ending July 1, 1848, is taken. In 
relation to the amount of the actual avails received 
from loans and treasury notes during the year 
ending June 30, 1847, and the first quarter ending 
October 1, 1847, there is no controversy. The 


| question is as to the amount available during the 


residue of the year. The table is as follows: 


G.—Amount available on the 1st Octoher, 1647, of the loans 
of 1846 and 1847. 
Of the loan of 1846—loan of. .810,000,000 00 
Stock issued in °46, $4,999,149 45 
Stock issuedin °47, 2,096,100 00 
Treasury notes out- 
standing 1,255,850 00 
——— 8,351,099 45 
——— 21,648,000 55 
Of the Joan of 1847—Ioan of. . .23,000,000 00 
Stock issued...... 24,339,856 00 
Notes outstanding 14,028,750 00 








18,363,606 00 











4,636,394 00 


6,285,205 55 


Treasury DerarTMENT, 
Register’s Office, December 1, 1847. 
DANIEL GRAHAM, Register. 

It thus appears that, on the Ist October, 1847, 
the stock issued on the two loans amounted to 
$11,435,105 45, and the outstanding treasury notes 
amounted to $15,279,600. These sums saben to- 
gether and deducted from the whole amount of 
$33,000,000, leaves an amount of available notes, 
by the table, of $6,285,294 55. The stock having 
been issued, and being on a long loan, it is a fixed 





| amount, and the only question which arises is in 


Table B. 


notes issued under other acts, and for interest paid, | 


and should thus be dedueted from the above amount 
of $2,385,329 63. He does so deduct the sum of 
$142,979 63, and, after having so deducted it, sub- 
tracts the amount. This is all right as far as it 


goes, but the error consists in this: He proceeds | 


to “deduct also treasury notes, redeemed and 
issued under acts prior to acts of 22d July, 1846, 


also part of said sum of $2,385,329 63, $67,622.” || planation is as follows: 


This is clearly wrong. This amount clearly re- 
duced by so much the amount which was to be 


relation to the ** notes outstanding.” If that is 
correct, the balance of $6,285,294 55 is correct. Is 
the amount too large or too small? If it is meant 
that some of the notes which are entered as out- 
| Standing, are in fact returned to the treasury, and 
not entered on the books, the difficulty would by 
this only be increased, and the discrepancy made 
so aa the greater. If, on the centrary, it is 


| meant that the amount of notes really outstanding 
is larger than the apparent amount, because the 
‘amount has been actually disposed of, and the 
| money received by the department, but the notes 


not actually issued, the result would certainly be 
to reduce the balance, and to show that the esti- 
mated amount of available means forthe year was 


| not $6,285,294 55, but $1,401,900 less than that 


| amount; which in no manner relieves the diffi- 
culty, but shows that he has made the ve 
‘error which is claimed, and that his report is 
_ not to be relied upon for accuracy on this subject, 
and the amount of available means is so much 
| less. 
My own impression is, that in this statement, as 
in the others, it is only an indication of the utter 
confusion and darkness which prevails in the de- 
partment of the treasury. And if I am correct in 
stating that the error of over $135,000 exists in the 
| statement of the Register, it leads to the supposition 
| that the amount of $1,401,900 is inserted to force a 
| balance. ; 
This difficulty is also sought to be explained by 


‘| a writer in the ** Union” of yesterday evening, who 


the amount of treasury notes to be accounted for | 


from the sum of $1,401,900 to $1,537,143. 
It will be seen that this statement shows the dis- 
of the 


cretary, owing to the fact that the pay- 


| crepancy to be greater than shown by the report’), 
a 


ment made on account of former loans is deducted. | 


i is di ,and the mode || 
The explanation of this discrepancy, and the mode 4p silt: be paneateed thagsl tuive: debeetid-tha 


in which the accounts are made to balance, is 
shown as follows: 
« Deduct also the amount of treasury notes issued under 


| acts of 1846 and 1847, which were in the hands of the ac- 


counting officers on the first of October, 1847, and not cov- 


ered by warrant, but which notes when covered will make || 
against the treasury equal to the notes converted | | 


into stock or received for public dues $1,401 ,900.”” 

(I have shown that this sum should be $1,537,- 
143.) 1 know not, sir, that I understand this state- 
I hope some of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, particularly those who are especially 


' 
i 
i 


| 
| 


1 pears to have 


‘himself in no way meets the difficulty. The ex- 


“The explanation is very easy. Anthority is given by law 


. || to reissue such treasury notes as may be received in pay- 
subtracted, and thus increased instead of diminishing || 


| ment of public dues or redeemed with specie, provided that 
the total outstanding at any one time does not exceed a cer- 
tain amount. In this way, after having received upwards 
of twenty-five millions from loans and treasury notes in the 
| fiseal year ending June 30, 1847, and nearly seven millions 
in the quarter ending September 30, the vernment had 
still power on. the Ist of October to borrow upwards of six 
millions; because part of the treasary notes previously is- 
sued had been redeemed and were by law reissuable.” 


‘part of the treasury notes previously issued 
(which) had been redeemed and were by law re- 
issuable,” and that the balance above referred to 
| still remains. iy ; 

I refer to thig article, because on its face it ap- 
me from some officer in the Treas- © 
_ury Department, and is thus semi-official. If any 

| gentleman in the House will = that it does not 
proceed from any such semi-official source, I will 

throw it out of consideration. 
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I have in this statement taken the report of the | 
Secretary throughout as correct, but in relation to 
one very important element he appears, from his | 
own tables, to be clearly wrong. 

In statement B, the amount of avails of treasury | 
notes, &c., for the quarter ending 30th Septem- | 
ber, 1847, is, as often before stated, the sum of 


! 
$6,915,078; * redemption of treasury notes and | 
interest,’’ on the other side of the same account, | 
ie $2,385,329 63. | 
B.—Stutemerit of dutics. revenues, and public expenditures, for | 

the first quarter of the fiscal year from \st of July to 30th 

of September, \817, agreeahly to warrants issued, exclusive | 

of trust funds. | 

RECEIPTS. 

PU CUBIGWIE. 0. ccc cccevocccccccs ececove $11,106,257 41 
From sales of public lands ........6-++0 0006 BUG BES 47 
From miscellaneous and incidental sources. . 08,533 47 | 
From availe of treasury notes issued | 

under act of 22d July, 1846. ...... $250,000 
From avails of treasury notes issued 

under act of Wh January, 1847. , .4,225,800 
From avails of loan of 22d July, 1845 111,000 « 
From avails of loan of 28th January, 

Se ste ha Wh snevekssesesevedeonne 2,328,278 


6,915,078 00 


SIB.YIG TS 35 








EXPENDITURES. 

Civil list, miseelNaneous, and foreign inter- 

SOMPEO . ooo ccapoe coerce ccccccsevevesocece $1,116 689 44 | 
Army proper, &C. ......ccee cece cessccccecs 8,117,583 60 | 
Fort: fieations, ordnance, arming militia, &ec. 577.S80 67 
Indian departinent .........ccecccececeeces 691,795 05 | 
| ES er 583.332 36 | 
Naval catablishment....... 0-0. ecescsececce Q484,009 45 | 
Redemption of treasury notes and toterest,.. 2,385,529 63 | 


Redemotion of three per cont. stock....... ° 257 O04 | 
Reimbursement registered debus..........6- 934 17 
Interest on the public dett.......... cece 11,196 2k 


=16409,104 69 





Now, Mr. Chairman, it is quite apparent that 
in this sum are improperly placed such portion of 
the treasury notes as were funded during this quar- 
ter, and for which stock was issued, and equally 
apparent that it should not be so placed. That it 
is so placed, is apparent by referring to schedule 
M of the report, which is a statement of the 
‘reimbursement of treasury notes monthly, from 
December 1, 1846, to December 1, 1847.”’ 

It also appears, by a reference to table KK, that 
the full amount of treasury notes received during 
the months embraced in that quarter was: 

Hetians Ge COONIGG oon nctdes Sees sevecccddeseedes $37,500 
And by table X, from the public lands............ . 1,850 

$39,350 
Showing that the whole amount paid in for duties 
and lands was less than @40,000. 

This also appears from the article in the Union” 
to which I have already referred, as follows: 

“Inthe amount given in table B (namely, $2,385,329 63) 
appear to be included treasury notes redeemed by conver- 
gion into stocks, as well as by receipt for public dues and 
payments of money.” 

This mistake is the more remarkable, because, 
in deducting the amount of redemption of treasury 
notes in the previous fiscal year, he makes the 
deduction of those which were funded, and only 
places the balance as the amount which is to be | 
deducted, as reducing the avails of the portion of 
the loan available during the year. 

This was clearly correct, because, if treasury 
notes for a given amount are converted into a loan, 


the debt thereby only assumes a permanent instead | 
of a temporary character; but the operation in no || 


way diminishes the avails previously received for 
the notes. 

Correcting this small error of over two anda 
quarter millions, the following is the result, as ap- 
pears from the Secretary’s report: 


year ending June 30, 1847.............008 $25,679,199 45 
Deduct amount of treasury notes redeemed... 2.361.397 07 
$23,317,802 38 
Avails of treasury notes for quar- 
ter ending October 1, 1847, (ta- 
DT Uibntenns bnedncksbosece che $6,915,078 00 | 


ee 


In view also of these corrections, let us see to 
| what result the Seeretary is reduced: 
| Avails of treasury notes and 


loans, as above........... 825,679,199 45 
2,361,397 07 








| 
| 
| Deduct redeemed........... 
i 
| 
' 


Avails of treasury notes, as . 
above 








| MOVE... 000+ sere cere cons 6.915.078 
Deduct redeemed........ «. 39,350 * 
“ 6,875,728 00 
Estimated avails of treasury notes and loans = =—§, 25.294 55 
#335 478.724 93 
This amount will be varied only by the sum 
| which may have been paid in during the quarter 


for other debts due the Government, aside from the 
customs and public lands, which must be very 
trifling. 

It thus appears that the Secretary, with what he 
has already received from the thirty-three millions 
of treasury notes, and what he estimates for the 
future, calculates upon about three and a half mil- 
lions more than the whole amount. The history 
of these errors is somewhat remarkable. 

1. The department, on the 19th January, say 
that they had omitted, by mistake, a statement of 
the actual receipts from treasury notes for the first 
quarter of this fiseal year, $6,915,078. 

2. By the report of the Secretary, deducting the 
receipts from the expenditures, it appears that the 
mistake in under-estimating the excess of expend- 
itures is about $1,132,000. 

3. By the explanatory statement of the Register 


$1,500,000. 
| in table LB of the redemption of treasury notes, the 
about $3,500,000 


error, to which I wish to eall the attention of the 
House. Itis in relation to the amount of public 
debt paid during certain periods. 
the report of the Secretary, is headed, ** Statement 
of the amount of the public debt paid from Ist 
December, 1846, to Ist December, 1847,’ and the 
amount is $9,046,511 35; and below, and connect- 
ed with it, ** Statement of the amount of interest on 


December 1847.” 


Thus showing the amount of debt and interest 
paid during the twelve months ending Ist Decem- 
ber, 1847. 

Table Q, in the same report, is headed as follows: 
** Table of payments made annually on account of 
the interest and principal of public debt, from the 


From this it appears that the total amount of pay- 


1846, to Ist December, 1847, seventeen months, 


is $9,261,259 08; that is, that the amount paid for 
seventeen months is $1,219,103 06 less than the 
other table shows to have been paid for a part of 
the time. 

It will be perceived that the object of both these 
tables was only different in this respect, that the 
first gave the payments for one year, and the other 
for a series of years; and yet, this enormous dis- 
crepan¢y ! 

‘| The ‘* Union,” in the article referred to above, 
acknowledges this error as follows: 


«“ Looking through the tables appended to the report, we 
find two others, which may require explanation. ‘Table E, 
on page 43, contains a statement of the amount of public debt 
paid from December 1, 1846, to December 1, 1847, amount- 


Avails of treasury notes and loans during the ing, principal and interest, to $10,400,362 10. Table Q, on | 


page 67, contains a statement of the payments made annu- 


debt, from the 4th of March, 1789, to the Ist of December, 
1847. Here we find that the payments on these accounts,trom 
July 1, 1846, to June 30, 1247, amounted to $6,722,021 39; 
and from June 30 to December 1, 1847, to $2,539,237 69— 
together, $9,251 ,259 08. 





Deduct for avails of treas- 
ury notes paid for duties 














during the year and quarter ending Septem- 
DE TT na wh 54 Ghitbne ba dei anneensil nN 
According to these statements of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, the amount available 
for the residue of the year would be....... 2,805,469 62 | 


$33.000,000 10 | 


30,193,530 38 | 


same time, as per table 
REE be cnne n9n000.095000,5,00 Oe 
Do. public tands (X)...... 1,850 
39,350 00 
6,875,728 00 
Actual net avails of treasury notes and loans | 
| 
| 











* How is this? Aceording to table E, the payments on 
account of the public debt amounted, in twelve montlis, to 
nearly ten millions and a half; while, according to table Q, 
the payments on the same account amounted, in seventeen 


months, to little more than nine millions and a quarter; | 
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‘ 


$23,317,702 38 


i 


of the Treasury, it appears that this excess is about 
4. By correcting the apparent error in statement 
| error in relation to treasury notes is shown to be | 


There is another most serious and acknowledged 


the public debt, from Ist December, 1846, to Ist | 
The amount of this is $1,433,- | 
850 29; being together the sum of $10,480,362 14. | 


4th March, 1789, to the Ist December, 1847.” | 
ments of public debt and interest from the Ist July, | 


and embracing the same months as in table E, | 


ally on account of the principal and interest of the public | 


while in these seventeen months are included the very | 


twelve months that are embraced in table E.”? 


This attempted explanation is too long to be | 


inserted. Indeed it is no explanation at all, but 
only amounts to a statement that the trouble arises 
from the confused mode of keeping the accounts 
at the treasury. This is no apology whatever for 
these two conflicting statements in the same report, 
for the same materials were on hand in one case as 


| 


| 


; 





in the other. If the Secretary does not know th 
amount of debt paid in the time named, he should 
give place to some one who can find it out. 
In view of these facts, it may be useful to 
and examine for a moment the financial labors of 
the head of the Treasury Department. During the 
last session of Congress he estimates the amount 
required to meet all the expenses of the Govern. 
ment to the 30th of June, 1848, and asks for a loan 
to meet the deficiency. All that he asks is granted: 
but before one-half of the year is passed, he 
informs Congress that his ealeulations were a\} 
wrong, and that an additional loan would be re. 
quired of about eighteen and a half millions of do}. 
lars to meet the expenses of the Government to that 
time. This communication is made to Congress 
on the 9th of December; but by the time that the 
communication is printed in full, on the 19th of 
January, he informs Congress, through the Chief 
Clerk, that he had made the gross error of more 
than six millions nine hundred thousand dollars 
and that his receipts had been that mach more 
than he was aware of when he made his report 
and that the amount of the loan might be dimin. 
ished to that extent. ‘Phere is much parade of the 
mistake of a clerk in preparing statements, and 
very unnecessary trouble is expended in showing 
how this error occurred. It is far more remarkable 
that any man should ever be at the head of the 
‘Treasury that could, by any possibility, make a 
mistake in stating his resources at nearly seven 
millions of dollars short of the trae amount. What 
kind of knowledge must he have of the finances of 
the country, if he can lose this sum without know- 
ing it, or, which is the same thing, in the formal 
annual official communication to Congress, make 
a statement of the actual receipts into the treasury 
seven millions short of the amount. The error is 
one which shows an utter ignorenee of the affairs 
of the department and the state of the finances of 


pause 


z we’ || the country which is truly alarming. 
Statement E, in y y a 


In order, however, to show the incompetency 
of the head of this department more strikingly, it 
now appears that his original mistake was not as 
great as he supposed it was; and in his correction 
of the former blunder, he has made another of a 
very serious amount. . 

Mr. Chairman, a most serious question arises: 
What confidence have we in the safety of the 
funds of the Government? I mean not to charce 
any dishonesty upon the head of that department; 
far from it. But where is the check upon the 
large number of persons through whose hands, in 
one form or another, the money, and treasury 
notes, and stock certificates pass? What is the 
system of accountability? ime the Secretary 
mean to issue, in violation of law, the amount of 
treasury notes which he says will be available 
during the present fiscal year? How many mil- 
lions of treasury notes must be lost or stolen in 
order to enable the Secretary to discover the loss? 

_ Why does not the public voice indignantly de- 
mand that these matters should be explained, and 
that the dreaming philosopher at the head of the 


| Treasury, with all his schemes, notions of free 


trade, and his laborious trifling, should give up 
his post to a person having some practical skill in 
_ the affairs of life—some knowledge of the finances 
of the country? The reason doubtless is, that 
the millions upon millions which are squandered, 
| worse than thrown away in this miserable war 
with Mexico, renders the public quite indifferent 
to minor matters. The repeated and successive 
blunders and counter-blunders of millions of dol- 
dars, which would, in any other period of our 
history, have thrust any Secretary from office, 
covered him with disgrace, and made him the 
reproach and by-word of the whole land, is justly 
_ considered as only one of the minor enormities of 
this Administration. This horrible war with Mex- 
ico, and, most of all, the nefarious and heathenish 
principles openly avowed by men occupying re- 
sponsible stations in the Government—the publicly 
setting at naught the eternal and unchangeable 
principles of justice, of right, and of truth, and the 
control of a superintending Providence, the law of 
the Almighty Ruler of the Universe, and worship- 
ping ‘‘ destiny’’—relying upon superior power, !0- 


dulging in an unholy thirst for empire—these things 
| may well, as they do, occupy the public mind, and 

the extremest confusion and disorder, if et 
| worse, in the finances, may well be conside 
as of minor consequence. 


| It may be amusing to inquire what has occupied 
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the attention of the learned and laborious Secre- 
tury, for he is distinguished for curious learning 
and the most severe labors. t has not been the 
common-place duties of understanding the condi- 
yon of bis department and attending to the dull 
routine of their discharge, which has been the 
ambition of his predecessors, but visions, dreams, 
revelations have engrossed the mind of the Secre- 
taryv—“ enthusiasm,’’ as the organ calls it. In- 
terminable tables of figures, of no value except to 
exhibit great and bootless labor, tending to no 
practical results; learned and abstract disquisi- 
tions; the most wild and extravagant calculations, 
have occupied the weary days and sleepless nights 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. So imaginative 
and poetical a head of the department surely was 
never before seen. Let us turn to what may well 
ve called the poetry of finance. The Secretary has 
the rare talent of making the figures of arithmetic 
the vehicle of the wildest visions of the imagina- 
tion; and | am sure, Mr. Chairman, after the 
patient attention which has been given to my dry 
details, the committee are surely entitled to what- | 
ever is amusing and poetical in the matter. 

The Secretary, in the 23d page of his report, 
says: ** By table BB, it appears that the augment- 
‘ ation of our domestic exports, exclusive of specie, 
‘jast year, Compared with the preceding, was 
‘ $48,556,802, or upwards of 48 per cent; and, at 
‘the same rate per cent. per annum of augmenta- 
‘tion, would amount, in 1849, per table CC, to 
‘ $329,959,993, or much greater than the domestic 
‘export from State to State. The future per cent- 
‘age of increase may not be so great.” 

This table CC is a curiosity in its way: 
CC.—Stutement showing what the domestic exports of the 

United States, exclusive of gol! and silver, would be on the 

Wih of June, 1349, if, during each of the three years suc- 


ceeding the last fiscal yewr, the per centage of augmentution | 


were the same as during the lust fiscal year. 








The increase of domestic exports of the United States, ex- 
elusive of gold and silver, on the 30th of June, 1847, as 
compared with the year 1846, was 848,556,802—being 
42.0316 per cent. 


Domestic ex- 
Years. ports, exclusive 
of specie. 





Per cent. Domestic 


48.00316. exports. |Years. 


June 3) | 
1846  $101,718,042 


1847 |” 150,574,844 | @72,323,505 |222,898,356| 1848 
ISIS 229,898,350 | 107,061,643 |" 329,959,993| 1819 
149 | _ 329,959,993 | 158,48 


5,063 | 488,445,050| 1850 

TreasvryY DEPARTMENT, 

Regisier’s Office, December 1, 1847. 
DANIEL GRAHAM, Register. 

I do not know, sir, why the Secretary should 
have stopped with the year 1850. I have figured 
myself a little on this subject. I had not the 
courage to encounter the vulgar fractions; and, 
stead of the annual per centage of increa’e of 
45 316-10,000ths, [ have taken fifty per cent., as a 
few millions are of no consideration in dealing 
with such enormous sums. I find, sir, by thus 
following out the table, the amount of domestic 
exports in 1855 would be over $3,800,000,000— 


become due, the amount would be beyond compv- | 


tation, 
_ The Secretary has extravagantly over-estimated 


1309 the annual domestic exports on its basis would 
be greater than the entire productive industry of 
the country. 


I do not mean to be understood to say, that the 


ecretary estimates that this rate of increase is to '| pleased to consider it his peculiar function to vin- 
conttoue, Indeed, he says, in so many words, | 


oa future per centage of increase may not be so 
reat,’? 

It is to be presumed that he had some practical 
object in view in the statements above, and in giv- 
ing us this elaborate calculation. I do not charge 
him with a deliberate purpose to mislead and de- 
ceive the public by such exhibits. I am inclined 
to think it is only the “ enthusiasm” that the editor 
of the “Union” admired so much—the result of 
vague, indefinite, visionary schemes and notions, 
Which on many other occasions have distinguished 
the productions of this functionary. 

e follows up this same course of reasoning in 
table SS, of his report, which is a ‘‘ statement show- 
ing what the tonnage of the United States would 


* be on the 30th June, 1857, if, during each of the 
“ten years succeeding the last fiscal year, the per 


i] 
i 


‘ centage of augmentation were the same as during | 


‘the last fiscal year.”’ 
This calculation shows the tonnage during the 


“The ntleman’s speech, as Originally written out by 
himself, | presume, and published in the “ Union,” con 
tained the assumption—in order to justify the President of 
the United States in the issuance of the order of the 13th 
January, 1846, for the march of the army to the valley of the 


| Rio Grande—that the President, in his message of Decem- 


"year 1847 as being $2,839,046, and the estimated | 


| tonnage in 1857 to be $7,926,377. What can be 


| More insulting to the common sense of the nation | 


than such calculations, were it not that they are 
too laughable to excite any other feeling than amuse- 
ment? : 

I] am reminded by gentlemen around me that the 
Secretary has pursued the same course of figuring 
in relation to other matters; but I forbear to mul- 

| tiply instances of this kind, and will only add one 
further extract from his report. On the 22d page 
he says: 


' 


* An addition of thirty cents each to the consumption of 


| valley of the Rio Grande. 


ber, 1845, had communicated to Congress the fact that Gen 

eral Taylor had been ordered to march the army to the 
I quote his words. He says: ‘In 
* December, 1845, Congress was informed that General Tay- 


| *lor had been assigned to the defence of the country west 


| Our products cxelianged from State to State by our own | 


people would furnish an increased maiket of the value only 
of $0,300,000; whereas an increase of thirty cents each, by 


a system of liberal exchanges with the people of all the | 


world, would give us a market for an additional value of 
$390,000 ,000 per annum of our exports. 


of other nations, aud demanding the &300,000,000 per aimum 
ia specie, which could never be supplied ; but, by receiving 
foreign products at low duties in exchange for our exports, 
) such an auginentation might take place. ‘The only obstacles 
' to such exchanges are the duties and tie freights.”’ 


| 


| his command fo the Rio Grande. 
; Sage, no such document to be found, no such political fact 


‘to the Rio Grande.’ 

“ Now, I have carefully looked into the history of this 
thing; [have carefully examined all the public documents 
upon which [ can lay my hands, and nowhere do I find, 
from the beginning to the end of all the communications 


| which emanated from the President of the United States in 


December, 1845, or prior to that time, the declaration that 
General Taylor had been ordered to march the troops under 
There was no such mes- 


recorded in the history of the country. The President of 
the United States did communicate to Congrese in Decem- 
ber, 1845, that he had assigned General Taylor to the com: 


| mand of the army, and that his position was to be taken be- 


1 Such an addition || 
| cannot oecur by refusing to receive in exchange the products | 


What can be more absurd than this statement! | 


need not say, Mr. Chairman, that I have no per- | 


sonal unkind feelings towards the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 
| which | think they deserved, upon his public acts, 


| affairs of his department. I think, since he has 
| been in this office, he has done more to the injury 
of the country than any other man. He has pre- 
|| ferred the praise and approbation of our commercial 
| rivals to the true prosperity and peace of his coun- 
try, and has never brought to the administration of 
'| the finances of the country those qualities of prac- 
| tical wisdom, sound sense, and enlarged experience 
| 80 necessary in the management of the affairs of the 
| Treasury Department. 
|| [had designed, sir, to have said something on 
* the subject of the loan bill which has passed this 


House, and may return to us again, but my time | 


is exhausted. 
Mr. McLANE addressed the committee as fol- 

_ lows: 
| Mr. Cuairman: I do not rise to reply to the 
: honorable gentleman from Connecticut, | Mr. Rock- 
|| WELL,| who has just taken his seat. ‘To an hon- 
| orable friend on my left [Mr. McKay] more ap- 
| Propriately belongs that task; and though the 
| gentleman from Connecticut enjoys in his own 
|| State no mean repute as a financier, yet | do not 
|| think the assault he has just made on the estimates 
'| of the Secretary of the Treasury will prove to rest 
on any surer foundation than that which served to 
sustain the efforts of those on the other side of the 
House who have preceded him, in the hitherto 
| fruitle§s task of impeaching the accuracy of Mr. 
| Walker’s estimates. To those estimates 
| to direct some reflections. 


great latitude allowed to debate, in the consider- 


ation of the bill now before the committee—and 
in his report the amount of productive industry of | more particularly the example presented on day 
the country at $3,000,000,000 annually, and yet, if || before yesterday, when the very topics to which I 
his table of calculations is to be followed out, in | propose to refer were covered in all their aspects, 
olitical—renders all apology un- 
e trespass I am about to commit 


i personal and 
|| necessary for 
|| on the indulgence of the committee. _ 

| ‘The honorable gentleman from Indiana has been 


dicate the truth of history, in so far as he has 





| my views and opinions upon the abstract justice 
| and necessity of this Mexican war. I have, he 
| says, entirely mistaken the a questions of his- 
| tory which are involved in the origin and prosecu- 
‘| tion of the war; and having thus mistaken and 
| misstated these questions, he finds | have made 
|| my erroneous view of them subserve the party 
'| purposes of the existing Administration. To use 
is own language, he says: 
H “The gentleman, in my coneeption, has entirely mistaken 


; 
j 





i the great questions of history which are involved in the ori- 
gin and prosecution of the war; and has made these ques- 
| tions, thus misstated by him, subserve what, I think I shall 

lusively and entirely the party 


| be able to show, were exe 
i) purposes of this i 


propose 
But, before doing so, 
three thousand eight hundred millions of dollars! | I desire to refer to a speech delivered in this Hall 
And by the time this twenty years’ loan would | some weeks since by an honorable gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. R. W. Tuomrson.] The very 


found that history violated in the expression of 


I have commented freely, and in terms | 


tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande ; but not that he was 
to march to the Rio Grande. The Secretary of War, at the 
commencement of that session, communicated to Congress 
intelligence of the fact that General Taylor bad been as- 


| signed to the command of the country between the Nueces 


aud the Rio Grande, with an “ ultimate destination” to the 
Rio Grande—with a purpose of ultimately occupying the 
valley of the Rio Grande; but nowhere, either in the mes- 
sage of the Presidént, or in the report of the Secretary of 
War, was there any communication made to Congress that 
General Taylor was assigned to the command of the army, 
and ordered to march fo the Rio Grande.” 


Sir, here is a somewhat ostentatious champion- 
ship of the truth of history, by my “honorable 


| friend, couched, it is true, in terms of grace and 
and the mode in which he has administered the || 


courtesy, and introduced with a very gracious and 


| complimentary expression of respect for the man- 


ner and ability with which I applied myself to the 
work of error and misrepresentation, to subserve 
| the party purposes of this Administration. 

| Sir, my honorable friend must permit me to say 
| that [ lose sight of the gratification | should natu- 
rally feel for his very flattering judgment of my 
ability or eloquence, deserved or undeserved, when 
| he is pleased to accompany the expression of his 
| judgment with such grave allegations. 


‘| Sir, I should not long possess my own self- 


respect, if I could misstate the history of my coun- 
try to subserve the party purposes of this or any 
other Administration. I do not imagine that the 
honorable gentleman would impute to me any in- 
tentional misstatement of this history; but Lam 
not disposed to avoid the issue he has raised, 7 
an acknowledgment of error or negligence. I feel, 
sir, the responsibility which rests upon us all, in 
our deliberations here, to consider maturely the 
subjects that engage our attention; and I have 
_ such respect for this House, that I cannot acknowl- 
edge I have either mistaken or misstated the histor- 
ical facts connected with this Mexican war ques- 
tion, until | meet with other instructions than is 
afforded by the speech of the honorab'z gentleman 
| from Indiana. The first issue presented by this 
speech is to be found in the following words, as 
stated in the extract just read from the pamphlet 
copy of his speech, which he politely handed to 
me immediately on its publication, to wit: 





‘6 I~ DecemBer, 1845, Concress WAs INFORM- 
ep THAT GENERAL TAYLOR HAD BEEN ASSIGNED 
TO THE DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY WEST OF THE 
Rio Granpe.” E 
I propose, sir, to repeat and reaffirm this posi- 
tion and historical statement, in all its original 
integrity; ahd I shall present from the record the 
most positive and affirmative proof of its accuracy. 
I shall then, vir, feel it my duty to comment upon, 
and, if I may be allowed the expression, to ex- 
pose, the very extraordinary statements and argu- 
| ments submitted by the gentleman from Indiana, 
| in refutation of this relation of historical fact, 
| taken almost literally from the annual report of 
the Secretary of War. [I shail, | think, convict 
my honorable friend of the sin of omission, in not 
seeing what was on the fuce of the record; and of 
the sin of commission, in saying that he found on 
the record that which is not on the record at all. 
I shall then, further, I think, satisfy him that he 
has misapprehended the record when he read it cor- 
rectly, and misapplied it after he misapprehend- 
ed it, by offering it in refutation of a statement of 
fact entirel different from the relation of historical 
fact he had « engaged to overturn. As positive and 
affirmative proof that I was accurate in the position 
that, “*in December, 1845, Congress was informed 
* that General Taylor had been assigned to the defence 
‘ of the country west to the Rio Grande,”’ 1 beg to 
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read from the President’s message of December 
2, 1845: 

"The jurisdiction of the United States—which, at the 
formation of the Federal Constitution, was bounded by the 
St. Mary’s,on the Athantic—has passed the capes of Florida, 
and been peacefully extended to the Del Norte.” 
. 7 . . * ° . . 

“Since that time, Mexico has, until recently, occupied 
an attitude of hostility towards the United States—has been 
marshalling and organizing armies, issuing proclamations 
and avowing the intention to make war on the United 
States, either by an open declaration, or by invading Texas. 
fioth the Congress and convention of the people of Texas 
invited this Government to send an army into that territory, 
to protect and defend them against the menaced attack. 
The moment the terms of annexation offered by the United 
States were accepted by Texas, tie latter became so fara 
part of our own country as to make it our duty to afford 
such protection and defence. I therefore deemed it proper, 
as a precautionary measure, to order a strong squadron to 
the coasts of Mexico, and to concentrate an etticient military 
force on the western frontier of Texas. Our army was or 
dered to take position in the country between the Nueces and 
the Del Norte, and to repel any invasion of the ‘Texan terr- 
tory which might be attempted by the Mexican forces.”’ 


And also from the Secretary of War’s report, 
November 29, 1845, and communicated to Con- 
gress with the message of December 2, 1845: 


* The ready acceptance on the part of Texas of the terms 
of annexation proffered by this Governinent, excited the ill- | 
will of the Government of Mexico. ‘That Republic menaced 
the tinmediate commencement of hostiliues against the 
United States, and set on foot, as it was said, extensive 
preparations to invade and subjugate Texas. Pursuant to | 
your directions, an army of occupation was assembled in 
that State, and Brigadier General ‘Taylor as-igued to the | 
command of it. He was instructed to repel Mexican ag 
gressions, and to protect the country from L[ndian invasions ; 
to regard the Kio del Norte as ite we-tern boundary ; and to | 
select a position for his forces with reference to this frontier, 
but to leave unmolested Mexican settlements, and also mil- 
itary posts, should there be any such posts on the east bank 
of that river which were in the oectpancy of Mexican forces 
previously to the period when ‘I'ex#s assented to the terms of 


annexation.” i] 


I read thus at length, that there may be no room | 
left for misapprehension in regard to the only point | 
at issue, to wit: 


** In December, 1845, Congress was informed that General 
‘aylor had been assigned to the defence of the « ountry west to 
the Rio Grande.”’ 


I would now, sir, turn for a moment to this vol- | 
unteer championship of historical truth. What | 
does my friend from Indiana say, to refute the po- | 
sition thus affirmatively and positively proved from | 
the record? He says, in the extract from his speech | 
which I have just read: 

“ Now, I have carefully looked into the history of this thing; | 
I have carefully examined all the public documents upon which 
Ican lay tiny hands; and nowhere do I find, from the begin. | 
niag to the end of all the communications which emanated from | 
the President of the United States in December, 1845, or prior 
to that time, THE DECLARATION THAT GENERAL Taytor 


HAD BEEN ORDERED TO MARCH HIS TROOPS TO THE Rio 
GRANDE.”’ 


Now, sir, here is a misapprehension and a mis- 
statement of the position he proposed to refute— 
here is the substitution of the idea of an express | 
order to march troops to the Rio Grande, instead 
of my real position, so very explicitly stated in 
his own speech, ** that General Taylor had been as- 
signed to the defence of the country west to the Rio 
Grande’’—a distinction the more important, when 
we consider the sequel of my argument, which 
left the responsibility of selecung, or advising the 
selection of, the particular posts to be occupied, 
with the commanding general, and referred the 
whole responsibility of taking military possession 
west to the Rio Grande, to the positive orders of 
our Government, issued as early as June, 1845, in- 
formation of which was communicated to Congress 
in December, 1845, as fully appears from the rec- 
ord just read; while the particular order of Janu- | 
ary 13, 1846, was subordinate to the original and | 
primitive action of the Government in June, 1845, 
and was taken, in concurrence with the command- | 
ing general, as a further and necessary means of | 
maintaining our boundary and possession to the | 
Rio Grande, which Congress had been informed | 
was already designated to General Taylor as the 
western frontier of Texas. 

Sir, I cannot suppose that the honorable gentle- 
man from Indiana designedly misapprehended or 
misstated the position he had undertaken to con- 
trovert; therefore, sir, | assume that he considered | 
the idea he here expresses in regard to an order to 
march troops to the Rio Grande as identical with | 
my position, that General Taylor had been assign- | 
ed to the defence of the country west to the Rio 
Grande—a position which the gentleman from In- 
diana will feel and acknowledge, is fully sustained 
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| terms and language of the honorable gentleman | 
| from Indiana. 








documents, was overlooked by the 
Indiana. I am the more confirmed in this impres- 
sion, from the fact that the gentleman says, in the 
extract from his speech which l have read, that 
** the Secretary of War, at the commencement of that 
* session (December, 1845,) communicated to Con- | 
‘ gress intelligence of the fact that General Taylor had 
* been assigned to the command of the country between 
* the Nueces and the Rio Grande, with an ‘ ultimate 
‘ destination’ to the Rio Grande.”’ I 

Lam constrained to believe the honorable gen- || 
tleman never read the report of the Secretary of 
War, for there is no such communication or state- || 
ment in it as that which I have just stated in the 


All that is to be found in that re- | 
ort about the orders to General Taylor, and the | 
lexan frontier, is that which I have already read, | 
and which says nothing about ‘ ullimate desiina- 
tion.’’ No such terms can be found in the report, 
from the Leginning to the end; but, on the con- | 
trary, the explicit declaration that General Taylor 
was assigned to the command of the army of occu- 
pation in Texas, to repel Mexican aggressions and | 
to repel Indian invasions, and *‘to regard the Rio 
‘del Norte as its ( Texas’) western boundary, and to 
‘ select a position for his forces with reference to this 
‘ frontier.’’ Ll assume, then, sir, that the gentleman 
from Indiana is not playing upon terms, and 
changing the issue * that General Taylor had been | 
assigned to the defence of the country west to the Rio 
Grande,’’ into the mere technical declaration ‘* that 
General Taylor had been ordered to march the troops 
under his command to the Rio Grande;”’ and this as- 


ntleman from |! Grande del Norte, such « site as will consist with the he. 
|| the troops, and will be best adapted to repel invusion a 
— what, in the event of anneration, wil! be our wes; im 








E. March ], 
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- You will limit yourself to the defence of the ter-; 
of Texas, unless Mexico vhould declere = os the Uning 
ates, 
Your movement to the Gulf of Mexico, and your prepara 
tions to embark for the western frontier of Texas, are to “a 
made without any delay; but you will not effect a land; 
on that frontier until! you have yourself ascertained the due 
acceptance of ‘Texas of the proffered terms of annexation 


| or until you receive directions from Mr. Donelson. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE BANCROFT, 


| To Brig. Gen. Z. Taytor, U. S. Army, Commanding 1s 


Dept., Fort Jesup, La. 

So much for his evident misapprehension of 
the record. But the misapplication of it is even 
more unfortunate; for this order of June 15, 1845, 


|, thus misapprehended, is treated by the honorable 


gentleman as the report of the Secretary of War to 


_ Congress at the commencement of the session in 
_ December, 1845; when, in fact, it was not commu- 


|| nicated to Congress until May, 1846, after the war 
| was commenced. 


In December, 1845, Congress 
had not the opportunity to misapprehend or to 
misapply this order to General Taylor about his 
ultimate destination. They only knew what the 
President’s message and the report of the Secre- 
tary of War explicitly setnd~ teak General Tay. 
lor had been instructed to regard the Rio Grande 


| as the western frontier of Texas, and to defend and 


protect the country west to that frontier. And 


_ this is all I have presumed to state; and it is to 
| controvert this position that the honorable gentle- 


sumption I must make, to avoid a conclusion more |, 


unfortunate for that gentleman than the one I have 
already enunciated, to wit: that he has sinned a 
sin of omission, in not reading the report of the Sec- 
retary of War, when he so carefully examined all | 
the documents; and a sin of commission, when he 
stated to this House that the Secretary of War, at | 
the commencement of that session, (December, | 
1845,) communicated to Congress one word about 
the ** ultimate destination”’ of General Taylor: Sir, 
I have thus referred to the misapprehension of the 
= in my speech which the gentleman from 

ndiana monies Gh controvert, and to his double 
sin of omission and commission in his examination 
of the public records of history, to vindicate which 
he seemed the chosen champion. A word now 
upon his misapprehension and misapplication of 
these records, ae he has not omitted to exam- 
ine them, and where he states correctly their con- 
text, 

I refer to his view of that order to General Tay- 
lor, in which he is instructed that his ultimate desti- 
nation was the Rio Grande. ‘This order, as the 
gentleman himself — in asubsequent part of his 
argument, was issu 
tion offered by Congress had been accepted by | 
Texas; and, as is very clear on its face, expresses | 
to General’ Taylor the instructions of his Govern- | 
ment, that his ultimate destination, whet Texas 
shall have accepted our terms of annexation, will 
be the western frontier of Texas—the Rio Grande 


—on or near which he will take his position. I '| histor 


will read the whole letter : 
{Confidential.] 


War DeparrMent, June 15, 1845. 

Sir: On the 4th day of July next, or very soon thereafter, 
the convention of the people of ‘Texas will probably accept 
the proposition of annexation, under the joint resolutions of 
the late Congress of the United States. That acceptance 
will constitute Texas an integral portion of our country. 

In anticipation of that event you will forthwith make a 
forward movement with the troops under your command, 
and advance to the mouth of the Sabine, or to such other 
point on the Gulf of Mexico, or its navigable waters, as in 
your judgment may be most convenient for an embarkation 
at the proper time for the western frontier of Texas. 

In leaving to your judgment to decide the route, it is in- 
tended that you choose the most expeditious, having due 
regard to the health and efficiency of the troops on reaching 
the point of destination. 

The force under your immediate command at and near 
Fort Jesup to be put in motion on the receipt of these 
instructions, will be the third and fourth regiments of infan- 
try, and seven companies of the second ne of dra- 
goons. The two absent companies of the fourth infantry | 
have been ordered to join their regiments. Artillery will be | 
ordered from New Orleans. 

Itis understood that suitable forage for cavalry cannot be 
obtained in the region which the troops are to occupy; if 
this be so, the dragoons must leave their horses and serve | 
as riflemen. But it is possible that horses of the country, 

| 


accustomed to subsist on meager forage, may be procured if 
it be found necessary. You will therefore take the precau- 
tion to order a portion of the cavalry equipments to accom- 


by the report ofthe Secretary of War, which, not- || Pany the regiment, with a view to mounted service. 


withstanding his careful examination of all the 


The point o 
of Trams, chet we will select and occupy, on or near the Rio 


before the terms of annexa- || 


man from Indiana has so enveloped himself in 
errors of fact and inference. 

The importance of this position cannot be over. 
rated; for Congress, thus explicitly acquainted 
with the policy and views of the Executive in re- 
gard to the defence of our southwestern fron- 
tier, engaged in further legislation, which, [ have 


_ argued, affirmatively sanctioned the policy of the 


| Grande as the frontier of Texas. 


Executive, and concurred in treating the Rio 
It is to this 


| question of concurrence only that the position re- 


ferred to was taken, and entirely apart from the 


' rightful action of our Government, which treated 
the Rio Grande as our southwestern boundary. 


In this view of the case, the abstract order to 
march to the Rio Grande becomes entirely sub- 


| ordinate to the occupation of the country between 
_ the Nueces and the Rio Grande, west to the latter 
| river, avoiding all Mexican settlements, and acting 


| 
| 
| 


_ rescue General 


ion is the western frontier | 2 


purely on the defensive; for Congress having once 
concurred in treating the Rio Grande as the fron- 
tier, the movements of troops between that river 
and the Nueces cannot be called illegal and uncon- 
stitutional, with or without the advice of the com- 
manding general, which is only important incident- 
ally with other considerations in indicating the 
wisdom and discretion of the Executive. And in 
this view only could | refer to it; and in this view 
I mean to reaffirm and maintain the position I have 


| heretofore taken on this point, which the honora- 
_ ble gentleman from Indiana treatsas an assumption 


equally unfounded with that of which I have just 
treated, and which not only violates the truth of 
, but does cruel injustice to General Tay- 
lor. Sir, I will not only rescuevhistory from such 
a champion as my friend from Indiana, but I will 
aylor from the position which 
would do him no honor or credit. I should be 
embarrassed in performing this task, if | should 
attempt to excuse the gentleman from Indiana for 
the Uberty he has taken. with General Taylor’s 
opinions and public despatches. Sir, if to answer 
the assumptions of my argument, or to place Gen- 
eral Taylor before the country in a position which 
will enable the Whig party, without inconsistency, 
not to sa self-atultification, to make him their 
party candidate for the Presidency, it be necessary 
thus to misapprehend and misstate his intercourse 
with the Government, I do not envy the ingenuity 
and courage of that gentleman who undertakes 4 
task so little exediaiile to the political morals of 
our countrymen. On this point the gentleman from 
Indiana says: 


« Now, sir, words are very significant things ; and a single 
word misapplied often does great mischief. Other gentle- 
men have asserted that General Taylor udvised the move- 
ment to the Rio Grande. Such was the argument of . 
friend and once over the way, [Mr. Rosimeon) > 4 
have heard n ly, except the gentleman from gt ’ 
(Mr. Mcl.ane,] say that he ‘ urged’ it. Th a4 
cusation does very great injustice to eral Taylor, a 


lant and well-tried soldier; for he never either ‘ 
ade his advice of such a movement. On the contrary, 
the suggestions made by 
ified hefore the issuance of the . 


the were qual- 
Yer, novwithsanding 
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this, the gentleman says he ‘ repeatedly urged’ the marching 
the troops to the Rio Grande. _ Sir, it is not easy to mis- 
ake the true position of General Taylor in this matter. He 
: ver did positively recommend the occupancy uf the Rio 
orende valley. He wrote hypothetically, whenever he wrote 
to the department on the subject, always having reference 
the ‘ultimate destination’ ot his army, as previously indi- 
. ted to him by both Mr. Bancroft and Mr. Marcy. I[repeat, 
therefore, that to represent him in @ different position from 
= in which his published letters place hii, is doing him 
eat, very great injustice. Uf there is nothing in his posi- 
ee to do so, his distinguished services at the head of a gailant 
am should guard him against such accusations. Itis but 
poor reward for his tuils now to be told, after he has braved 
the dangers of the camp and field to bring this war to an hon- 
orable termination, that he has interfered with the political 
yicy of the Government, when the strict line of duty called 
Ca to another and a wholly different sphere. As a soldier, 
he has obeyed the orders ot his Government; as a command- 
er, he has covered himself with imperishable fame ; but in 
neither capacity has he ever undertaken to prescribe a course 
of politicat policy for this Administration. He knows his 
duty too well, and [do not believe that he would swerve 
froin its straightest line for power, patronage, or place.” 


Sir, the material issue here is simple—to wit: 
that General Taylor advised, repeatedly urged the 
advance movement of our troops from Corpus 
Christi further west to the Rio Grande, upon both 
olitical and military considerations. Now, sir, I 
will not exchange, at this moment, with the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, any opinion about General 
Taylor’s political or military character. 1 shall 
respect him bY confining myself to the question at 
issue. I shall maintain, by affirmative proof, the 
osition | have already taken, and since assailed 
y the gentleman from Indiana. [ will then make 
a more particular reference to the terms and argu- 
ment in which that honorable gentleman would 
controvert my position. I read from the despatches 
of October 4, and November 7, 1845: 


tract of a letter from General Tylor, dated Corpus Oiristi, 
- Y f October 4, 1845. 

“Jtis with great deference that [ make any suggestions 
on topics Which may become matter of delicate negotiation; 
but if our Government, in settling the question of boundary, 
makes the line of the Rio Grande an ultimatum, I cannot 
doubt that the setthement will be greatly facilitated and 
hastened by our taking possession at once of one or two suit- 
able points On or quite near that river. Our strength and 
state of preparation should be displayed in a manner not to 
be mistaken. However salutary may be the effect produced 
upon the border people by our presence here, we are too 
far from the frontier to impress the Government of Mexico 
with our readiness to vindicate, by force of arms, it neces- 
sary, our title tothe country as far as the Rio Grande. The 
‘army of occupation? will, in a few days, be concentrated 
at this point, in condition for vigorous and efficient service. 
Mexico having as yet made no positive declaration of war, 
or committed any overt act of hostilities, I do not feel at 
liberty, under my instructions, particularly those of July 8, 
to make a forward movement to the Rio Graude without 
authority from the War Department.”’ 


Extract of a letter from General Tuylor, dated Corpus Christi, 
Texas, November 7, 1845. 

“Sir: Lrespectfully enclose a copy ofa letter from Com- 
modore Conner, commanding the home squadron, which I 
received by the ‘ Saratoga’ sloop-of-war, on the 5th instant. 
The intelligence communicated by the Commodore will 
doubtless reach the seat of Government long before the 
receipt of this letter. 

“The communication from the Secretary of War, dated 
October 16, was received and acknowledged on the Ist and 
Qt instant. I purposely deferred a detailed reply to the va- 
rious poiuts embraced in that communication until I could 
receive an answer to mine of October 4, which covered (at 
least in part) the same ground. The intelligence from Mez- 
ico, however, tends to modify, in some degree, the views ex- 
pressed in that communication. The position now occupied by 
the troops may, perhaps, be the best while negotiations are 
pending, or at any rate until a disposition shall be manifested 
by Mexico to protract them unreasonabiy. Under the suppo- 
sition that such may be the view of the department, I snall 
make no movement from this point, except for the purpose 
of examining the country, until further instructions are re- 
ceived. You will perceive, from my orders, that reconnois- 
sances are almost constantly in the field, the officers of 
engineers and raphical engineers rendering valuable 
service on these duties. I refer you to the reports made by 
those officers to the chiefs of their own bureaus for the in- 
formation which is thus procured in relation to the country. 
An examination of the harbor of Brazos Santiago will be 
ordered in a few days—as soon as a proper vessel shall be- 
come disposable for that service.’’ 


Here, sir, General Taylor being in possession 
of full instructions from his Government, inform- 
ing him that the Rio Grande was our southwestern 
frontier, with orders issued before annexation, 
informing him (as I have shown by the order 
of June 15, 1845) that his ultimate destination 
after the terms of annexation were accepted, would 

that western frontier—with orders issued after 
these terms were accepted, reaffirming the original 
instructions, with qualifications in rd to iso- 
lated points and settlements in possession of Mex- 
ican authorities, and caution as to the defensive 
attitude he should maintain;—thus instructed, he 
advises the advance to the Rio Grande as a politi- 
cal movement, judicious and advisable, provided 
the Government meant to insist on the Rio Grande 
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as our western frontier; but that, as between the 
different branches of our Government, the Presi- 
dent had sinned in lack of wisdom, in ordering the 
army to the Rio Grande. In this connection, the 
| whole Government being rightfully committed to 
the Rio Grande as the ultimatum, the counsel of 
General Taylor relieved the President to that ex- 
’ tent. His folly was shared at least by an eminent 
or frankly, and I desire to add, wisely. Meanwhile, , and judicious soldier, within reach of the enemy, 
sir, General T'aylor hears from Commodore Con- | who had been for months reflecting upon their dis- 
ner that Mexico had agreed to neg: ‘iate, and then | position, and his own situation and responsibility. 
General Taylor writes the despatch of November oa well understand that the gentleman from In- 
7, 1845, in which he qualifies his recommendation || diana should be anxious to rescue General Taylor 
for the forward movement, by expressing the opin- || from all connection with this horrid march of the 
ion that ** the position now occupied by the troops | army from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande— 
*may perhaps be the best while negotiations are || the last issue of the Whig party; for, what with 
‘pending; at any rate, until a disposition shall be || the very independent relation now borne by Gen- 
‘manifested by Mexico to protract them wnreasona- | eral Taylor to all parties in this country, if he is 
* bly.”’ to be separated from his new friends on this issue, 
Sir, this dispusition to protract them unreason- | how are they to seek a connection with him, 
ably was known to our Government on the 12th of | without the humiliation referred to by the honor- 
January, 1846; and in this contingency, the coun- | able gentleman from New York, (Mr. Duver,J— 
sel of Generai Taylor, in his despatch of October | their dissolution? Taylor Whigs and Clay Whigs 
4, 1845, becomes the counsel of General ‘Taylor in | are alike anxious to shut their eyes to their own 
his despatch of November 7, 1846; and thus, sir, |! embarrassments. 
the recommendation for a forward movement, ad- | I have felt, sir, that with such freedom as ex- 
vised in the despatch of October 4, is repeated in the || ists on the other side of this House, in character- 
cespatch of November 7. So much for the politi- || izing the Executive expositions of the course and 
cai or diplomatic feature of these despatches. The policy of the Administration as unworthy of cred- 
concluding paragraph of the despateh of Novem- | it, and stigmatizing in masses those who support 
ber 7, refers to the sanitary considerations involv- || this policy almost as participes criminis, with 
ed in the military features of the campaign, and | the imputation of error and argumentative as well 
urges strongly upon the Government the advance | as historical assumption laid at my door individ- 
of our troops betore the warm weather should |) ually,—I have felt, | say, bound thus to present a 
set in. | full exposition, to rebuke (if I may so say) this 
Sir, upon these despatches of October 4,and No- || somewhat ostentatious arraignment of my accu- 
vember 7, the honorable gentleman from Indiana | racy. Besides, sir, 1 do not choose to be made 
thus comments: the occasion of calling out either Clay Whigs or 
«Now, Mr. Chairman, what does all this amount to? || Taylor Whigs to the vindication of General ‘laylor’s 
pear hot ~ coemeenan see thet mosmagntions oS Somat character or judgment. [ beg to assure my friend 
0 B 4, ¥ bere : as i S oa F : . . : : 
Abani hain ae ormed., ton by Mr. eens tae ye Seey, from Indiana that I do not need his assistance to 
that his ¢ ultimate destination’ was te Rio Grande; andon | enable me to do justice to General Taylor, which 
the hypothesis only that the army were destined by the Gov- | 1 am able to do without any fear of embarrassing 
ernment to occupy that territorg, he wrote to the Adminis- | myself here orelsewhere. ‘his explanation is the 
tration that if it weve to Le dune, for vettain reasons, it was more necessary, as my honorable friend from In- 
| diana has been represented to my constituents as 


as their ultimatum ; with which policy he had 
nothing to do, and in the adoption of which he 
shared no responsibility—it was for him only, as 
a faithful officer of the Government, to accept their 
policy and sustain it. He wrote, as he himself 
says, with deference, and hypothetically, upon 
topics not strictly pertaining to his military func- 
tions; but suil, sir, he wrote not the less explicitly 


commendation to this Government, General Taylor never 
did unconditionally advise that our army should be mareiied 
to the Rio Grande. I cannot cousent that such an impres- 'who had riddled to flinders their young locofoco 
denial | now make, and will not retract, without evidence || Tepresentative. My friend has been in Baltimore, 
greatly more than { have yet secn. || and has heard something of the same kind from the 
“ Every word he has said on the subject, both in his letter | 
him, sir, the palm of beauty and” eloquence; but I 
merely—only conditional upon the fact that the Government | : 3 
intended to pursue the policy which had been already indi- || C2NOt Consent to let him pass current as more 
cated to him by the Secretaries of War and the Navy. But | accurate or truthful; he must permit me, on this 
back, if you please, in the letter of November 7th, in which | “ ” 
he distinctly informed the Administration that he ‘should aah of battle. d th di d 
make no movement’ from Corpus Christi ‘until further in- || nother Se ae Keach the second in order, 
|, a8 treated by the honorable gentleman from Indi- 
declare his designs, and it is passing strange thatthey should | 
i ei ” } . * ee . 
bamp Weely eurecnceiver: } consists, he says, in the position laid down by me 
Here, sir, is the same confusion and misappre- | in these terms: 
hension about the terms ‘‘ ultimate destination,’’ || « A reference to this act of admission of the State of Texas 
: , || ‘Texas that was admitted, with a constitution already formed 
cept as it refers to the aocapianee of our kovme of || affirming the declaratory statutes whieh defined the bound. 
annexation; the despatch in which it occurs telling |) ary west to the Rio Grande ; and with such boundary she 
about the 4th of July, on the happening of which | 
his destination is the western frontier of Texas— || 
the Rio Grande—on or near which he will take his | 
i 
} 


better that it should be done at once. Butas a political re- 
| the handsomest and most eloquent man in Congress, 
sion should be sought to be made, without denial; which 
fairest portion of my constituency. I concede to 
of October 4th, and in that of November 7th, 1s hypotheticul 
hypothetical as it was, it was qualified—withdrawn—taken || latter branch of the comparison, to hold him to 
structions are received.” Never did any man more explicitly t ’ } 
ana, to which he is ee to take exception— 
which, as I have said, have no signification, ex- || (29th December, 1845,) will show that it was the State of 
General Taylor that this acceptance will take place || was admitted a State into the Union.” 
| To this the honorable gentleman objects, in the 
| first place, that Texas herself, by her boundar 
P , Meant 
calatom | statute of 1836, acquired no title. With this argu- 
P : . . oO not propose to interfere. 
No one doubts, sir, that this counsel of General || LS oie Riaeor prop 
! - ti . : 
Taylor ae sonny enone 7 - ne | «“T repeat, therefore, that Texas having acquired no title 
re policy of the Crovernment, which treate || by the act declaring her boundary to be the Rio Grande, none 
the Rio Grande as the western frontier of Texas. || could have been earn on the Wateet States, if we had 
No one doubts, sir, that it was hypotheiical; and |"adopted that act. But we did not. In the constitution of 
the hypothesis in queation was ic eee settled || Texas, with which she was received into the Union, and 


2 . * | which was adopted after the juint resolution for annexation 
ultimatum, that the Rio Grande was our west- | had passed, there was an express provision that all acts of 
ern frontier. 


In this sense only did I ever refer || her Congress were aa ant Sa in fal force, as. 
to it. The merits of the original question, as to | cept thosein derogationo, itution of the United States, 
whether the Rio Grande was rightfully made our || °7 '™ violation of the terms of unnezation. Now, the joint 
ultimatum, was not in any way connected with || 


resolution of annexation, as One of its most prominent fea- 
; |, tures, contained a provision that the question of boundary 
this counsel of General Taylor; nor «id I so ane | should bel deft to be outta | by negotiation. And if the ques- 
it. On the contrary, I vindicated this policy of || tion of boundary were to be settled by n tion, how could 
the Government on its own merits, and argued that , ‘is = Oe ar ce po Pea ntr mgr ae the joint 
the whole Government concurred in adopting this | ees a vee ae Sh ete mgy i negotia- 


| tion, declared the Rio Grande to be the western boundary, 
policy. The counsel of General Taylor was || and, as a matter of course, by the express terma of annexa- 


} : * 

referred to incidentally, and in a sense collateral || tion, had no binding force upon the United States. Texes, 

ss : _ || herself, could not have regarded that statute as affirmed b 
to the main issue. Siow on of rae Tay || her constitution ; for, by excepting all acts in conflict wi 
lor had, in my mind, peculiar significance 1n || our joint resolution, she, in point of fact, repealed the act of 
meeting the argument of a very accomplished | 19th December, 1836. Such is the legal effect of her own 
gentleman of my own State in the other wing || ar ae solemnly made and ratified ; and by its terms 
of the Capitol, who considered that our whole | oe eet Coy re 
Government—Congress and the Executive—had I have but one word of comment here, and it is 

§ | 


concurred rightfully in treating the Rio Grande | to suggest that I differ entirely with the gentleman 

























































































+ eigen 


merietenia:seg tinier ~ 


mineral 


nap beiicntinpinabanectes 


al he ia 


eee ae ee tar oe 


Ps. 


ee 





from Indiana in regard to the qualification in the 
constitution of Texas, under which he excepts 

the boundary statutes of 1836, as in derogation of 

the joint resolutions of annexation, which reserved | 
to the United States the right to adjust the bound- | 
ary question. This reservation merely conferred | 
on the United States the right to cede to Mexico, | 


in the exercise of the treaty power, a portion of || 


the soil of Texas, if, in the exercise of that power, | 
it should have been deemed advisable to fix on a ' 
boundary east of the Rio Grande, the then bound- 
ary of Texas, and so recognized in the joint reso- 
lutions of annexation, which provided for territory 
north and south of the parallel of 36° 30’'—a par- 
allel which, by reference to the map, it will be seen, 
would never have been reached if the Nueces river 
had been the western boundary of Texas—or, in- 
deed, any intermediate river east of the Rio Grande; 
which latter, being the western boundary of Tex- 
as, has its source near the head of the Arkansas 
river, about the 39th parallel of latitude; thus sug- 


gesting to Congress the necessity and propriety of | 


extending to Texas the principle of the Missouri 
compromise, 

The only remaining issue presented by the gen- | 
tleman from Indiana, to which Iam called to reply, 
is that which has reference to the act of December 
3, 1845, extending to Texas the revenue system of 
the United States. [ stated, in explanation, to the 
honorable gentleman, that | understood the act of 
Congress only to constitute one collection district 
for the State of Texas, with a port of delivery at 
Corpus Christi, and an inspector of customs at 
Point Isabel, near the Rio Grande. In the face of 
this explanation, he affirms that— 

Congress did not intend, by these acta, togo beyond the 
point to which the jurisdiction of Texas extended at the 
tine of annexation. That point was the county of San 
Patricio, which had been extended so as te embrace Corpus 


Christi and the territory inmediately adjacent, but had never, 
at that time gone further.’ 


And ina note appended to his printed speech, 
the gentleman from Indiana says: 

“*Sinee this speech was delivered, [ have examined, and 
find the fact to be, that no inspector of customs was ever ap- 
pointed for Point Ischel. The law did not authorize such 
an officer. The act of 31st December, 1845, provided for a 
collector at Galveston, and a surveyor for each of the ports 
of delivery. ‘That of March 3, 1847, provided for a collector 
at Saiuria, a deputy collector at Aransas, a deputy collector 
for Sabine, and for surveyors at the several ports of delivery 
ereated by that act—all east of Corpus Christi. By the Blue 
Book of 1848, T find thatall the officers of customs appointed 
in Texas by the President, reside at Galveston, Velasco, and 
Sabine.” 

In reply to these truly unfortunate errors, I beg 
to refer that gentleman to the act of the Texan 
Congress, passed 24th May, 1838, extending the 
county ef San Patricio to the Rio Grande; and to 
the records of the treasury, where he will find that 
Daniel S. Terry, on the 19th day of February, 
1546, was nominated by the United States collector 
for the collection district of Texas, an inspector of 
customs for the port of Point Isabel; and on the 


9th March, 1846, the nomination and appointment | 


of Mr. ‘Terry were approved by the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury. 1 beg to read the letter of appoint- 
ment and confirmation: 


CoLiector’s Orrice, Gatveston, Feh. 19, 1846. 
Sir: I am informally advised that the United States 
forces, now stationed at “ Corpus Christi,” are under orders 
to remove tothe * Brazos San Jago or Point Isabel.” If 
such should be the case, it is apparent that it will be im 
portant for the protection of the revenue that an inspector 
of the revenue should be stationed at said point. If it should 
meet the views of the department, I respectfully recom- 
mend, as & proper person for that place, Daniel 8. Terry, a 
young gentleman in whom every confidence may be placed. 
Very respectfully, H. G. RUNNELS, Collector. 


N. B. Lam informed, since writing the above, that calcu- || was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


lations are being made for the purpose of smuggling as soon 
as the army shail arrive at Brazos San Jago or Point Isabel. 
iL shall await your instructions. | enclose a communica- 


tion from the surveyor and inspector of the port at Corpus | 


Christi tor your consideration, 


H. G. RUNNELS. 


Treasury DerartMent, March 9, 1846. 
Sin: The nemination of Daniel 8. Terry as deputy col- 
lector and inspector of the customs, to be stationed at the 
« Brazos San Jago, or Point Isabel,” submitted in your let- 


ter of the 19th ultimo, is approved, at a per diem compensa- | 


tion not to execed 850 per month. As soon as the location | 
of Mr. Terry is determined upon, you will please advise the 
departinent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
¥ R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
H. G. Ruynetrs, Esq., ¥v P 


Colletor of the Customs, Galveston, Texas. 


The present incumbent of this same port is Mr. || 
James Gooch, appointed, I believe, April 16, 1847. || 
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In conclusion, sir, I have to say, while I regret | 


that the honorable gentleman from Indiana should 
have appended to his speech this note of contra- 
diction, so peremptorily stated, I have not the least 
idea that he desired to make any issue of veracity, 
or even Oppose any unpleasant contradiction to a 


a statement of fact found in my speech. Still, sir, | 


I would not be satisfied to let such an irregular 
statement of differences rest between us, when a 
simple reference to the official records of the Treas- 
ury Department, accessible to all of us, furnish the 
means of vindicating my own accuracy. With 


this view only would I detain the committee on | 


this point; for | have no intention of going again 
into the merits of the argument which I presented 
in support of the position that Congress had ex- 
tended our revenue system west to the Rio Grande. 
1 well understand that it was over the State of Tex- 
as, in general terms, that the revenue system was 
extended; and the appointment of a surveyor at 
Corpus Christi, and an inspector or deputy collector 
for Point Isabel, both civil appointments, made 
regularly according to the existing laws of the 
United States, were referred to in explanation of 
the extent to which this revenue system was ap- 
plied by the act of December 23, 1845. 

Mr. MeL. yielded the floor to Mr. Tuompson 


just before the conclusion of his hour, expressing | 


his regret that he had not the time to make the re- 
flections he desired in regard to the Treasury esti- 


mates to which he had referred in the opening of | 


his remarks. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Indiana, next obtained 
the floor, and the committee rose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution yesterday reported by the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions by Mr. 


Cocke, declaring it inexpedient to extend to the | 
widows of revolutionary officers and soldiers who | 
were married prior to 1512 the benefits of the laws || 


in force or which may be passed for the benefit of 
widows who were married prior to 1794, together 


with the report of the minority on the same sub- }) 
ject, made by Mr. Lawrences, of New York, were || 


committed to the Committee of the Whole. 
Before the question was put, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwnespay, March 1, 1848. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memo- 
rial from the Legislature of lowa, asking a grant 
of land for the purpose of making a road from Du- 
buque to Keokuk; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BREESE presented resolutions of the Le- 


gislature of Illinois in relation to a railroad from 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific, on Whitney’s plan; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


Mr. HOUSTON presented joint resolutions of | 


the Legislature of ‘Texas, protesting against the 
relinquishment of the Se ee conquer- 
ed by and in possession of the 


| out indemnity, and also protesting against any law 


to prevent the citizens of slaveholding States from 


| taking their property with them in emigrating to | 


said acquired territories; which were ordered to be 
printed. 


Also, the petition of Manuel Ravena, asking 


en for the schooner Franciscan, seized | 


by the United States marshal at Galveston, and 
sold for the benefit of the United States; which 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 


| petition of citizens of Baltimore and other inhabi- | 


tants of the State of Maryland, asking for a re- 
duced and uniform rate of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 


| asked fo be discharged from the further consider- 


ation of the petition of citizens of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, in relation to a specific duty on 
fish, and that the same be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 


Mr. SEVIER moved that the Senate proceed to 


| the consideration of Executive business, which 


motion was agreed to; and at half past twelve the 
doors were closed, and remained so until a late 
hour. When they were reopened, 

The Senate adjourned. 








nited States, with- | 


enineni ES, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 2, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Mr. MARSH moved that the Speaker §! the 
vacancy on the Joint Library Committee, occa. 
sioned by the death of the Hon. Joun Quixcy 
Apams. Agreed to. ; 

The SPEAKER then appointed Mr. Patrrey 
of Massachusetts, to aan said vacancy. ; 
THE PRINTING OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Printing 
to which was referred the resolution of the House 
authorizing the printing of five thousand extra 
copies of the report of the Committee on Naya! 
Affairs on granting to the Florida, Georgia, an 
Alabama Raiiroad Company alternate sections of 
land along the route of their proposed railroad, re. 
ported the resolution back to the House, with the 
recommendation that it be agreed to. 

Mr. ASHMUN had nothing to say about that 
report, but he wished to take occasion to make 
some inquiry with reference to the condition of our 
public printing. It was said yesterday, and they 
all knew the fact, that the printing of the House 


| was so much behind, that they were themselves 


not only greatly discommoded, but their constitu. 
ents were deprived of the usual means of informa. 
| tion on interesting and important public questions, 
For instance, the President’s message and accom- 
panying documents, to which they were each 
‘entitled to some sixty or seventy copies, were so 
far behindhand that only some twelve or fourteen 
had been laid on their tables, Requests were com- 
ing from all parts of the country for this valuable 
‘and important document, and up-to this time not 
| one-fifth of the number to which they were entitled 
|| had been printed or delivered to this House. 

It did seem to him, that somé measure ought to 
be adopted by the House either to discharge the 
present printers or do something to give an impulse 
to their action. He did not desire to make any 
trouble; he did not know what the obstacles were 
| to the punctual fulfillment of their contract; it was 
not for him to know. They all felt the delay to 
| be a great grievance; and he desired to know if 
|, some member of the Committee on Printing could 
| inform them what reason could be given for it, and 
whether there was any prospect of its being re- 
|| moved for the future? 
|| Mr. WENTWORTH said he was about to 
|| propound the same question; and he had hoped 
that the Committee on Printing would have done 
something long ere this to expedite the public 

winting. Supposing this were a short session: 
hat would have been their condition? The 4th 
of March was just at hand, and they had scarcely 
begun to receive their documents. He was daily 
_ receiving letters from his constituents (and he pre- 
sumed this was the case with nearly every meu- 
ber of the House) and from conductors of the 
public press, making urgent calls for these docu- 
/ ments. The matter called loudly for reform, and 
it was high time that something should be done. 
He hoped the Committee on Printing would see 
|| to it. He was prepared at any time, if the public 
printing was not done faster than it now was, to 
vote for any resolution which would bring the 
documents, as they were due, and lay them on 
their tables. 

Mr. CONGER said, so far as the President's 
message was concerned, he was assured by the 
printers that the number required would be fur- 
nished this week. Whether they would be or not 
he could not say. That was the latest intelligence 
| the committee had received from the public print- 
| ers. So far as the printing generally was concerned, 
he believed the experience of every man who had 
| had a seat on this floor in former Congresses told 
| him that complaints, continued and frequent com- 
|| plaints, in relation to the public printing, had been 
|| made. Whether those complaints were more nu- 
| merous, whether they were better founded*now 
1 than formerly, he could not say. But, in refer- 
‘| ence to the delay that existed in the public — 
|| ing, he could only say that the printers had assure 
| the committee, within the last few days, that they 

“had so nearly brought up the printing of the docu- 
| ments ordered, that hereafter there would be no 
‘| cause of complaint on the ground of delay. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH repeated the inquiry. 
| Supposing this were a short session of .. 
| What would be their predicament in relation to ved 
\| public documents? Instead of being 
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romptly in any reasonable time, day after day 
they were putting one of the President’s messages 
on their tables, and, as had already been stated, 
three-fourths and more of those documents were 
bepind at this late period. He had put a small 
pill on their table, and it was ten days before it 
was sent back rinted. é 

Mr. CONGER replied that the committee were 
aware that there had been delay. This had been, 
in every instance, brought to the attention of the 
printers; and in every instance the printers had | 
iven the committee such assurances of the dili- 

nce made use of in their office, and of the great 
amount of labor expended in executing their du- 
ties, that they had been inclined to believe that 
they would in a short ume bring up the printing 
of the House, and relieve themselves from the 
embarrassment which they experienced, and the 
inconvenience Which members of the House suf- 
ered. 
Me. WENTWORTH would like to inquire of 
the gentleman if the Committee on Printing had 
examined the paper on which the documents were 
printed, and the amount of matter in the page, and 
compared them with the specimens on which the 
contract Was made? | 

Mr. CONGER replied, he was happy to have 
the opportunity to answer the gentleman. 
matter had been under the most serious consider- 
auon of the committee; the examination had been 
made, ‘The cqmmittee were fully aware that the 
paper, as furnished thus far, had not been of the 
quallty specified in the contract; and also, that the 
matier on the page was not sufficient to answer the 
stipulations of the contract. This subject had been 
uider serious Consideration; and althougli the com- 
mittee had not come to the full determination as to 
what action they would take upon it, yet, in audit- 
ing the bills presented thus far, they had deducted | 
aper centage On the compensation equivalent to 
the deficiency. 


Mr. WENTWORTH was understood further | 


to inquire if the printing of the Journal of the 
House was not behindhand to as far back as the 
Ist or 2d of January? 

Mr. CONGER thought not so far back. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. How far? 

Mr. CONGER’S impression was that it was to 
about the 15th of January. 

Mr. WENTWORTH suggested, if the contract | 
had been violated or forfeited by the printer, that 
it was the duty of the committee to report the fact | 
to this House at once, and they would take action, 
and summary action, upon it. 


Mr. CRISFLELD was understood to inquire if i 


the delay in the printing did not arise from the fact 
that the prices at which the printing had been 
taken, were at a rate for which the printing could 
- be done, and done seasonably, except at a 
oss? 

Mr. CONGER said, so far as that matter was | 
concerned, not being a practical printer himself, | 
he could not answer from his own knowledge. 
There was on the Committee on Printing one prac- | 
ical printer, and he believed it was not improper 
im this place to say that that gentleman had ex- 
pow the opinion that the prices paid were too | 
Ow. 
_ But, so far as the general inquiry was concerned | 
in relation to what the committee had done, and | 
what the committee had determined upon, he could | 
ouly say that the whole matter had been under 
their most careful investigation and consideration, 
and that the proper course of action had not been | 
determined upon by them. 

Mr. VENABLE wished to know whether the 
House were to be obliged to wait until the commit- 
tee came to some conclusion? Were they to be 


poor that no man would wish to preserve the doc- | 
uments? He had asked for bills again and again 
which had been ordered to be printed. They could 
hot be had. The reply made was, that 
tract was too low. 
the printers could not accomplish the work they | 


had undertaken to perform, in the name of com-_ 


mon sense, let the House give them up the con- | 
tract—give them a clean receipt; let the public | 
printing be well and promptly done, and let them | 


pay for it like men. 


_ Mr. HUNT said, that there was the same delay 


in printing the President’s message and accompa- 
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That || 


|| ers, and competent to the discharge of their duties; 





nying documents at the first session of the last || 


Congress. Complaints were then repeatedly made, | 
and particularly, it would be recollected, by the | 
colleague [Mr. Hupson] of the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts, who now brought up the subject. 
It should also be borne in mind that the docu- 


| ments this session were fifty per cent. larger than 


they ever had been before; and, in regard to the | 
prices paid, the amount received by the printers 
of the last Congress, under the joint resolution of | 
1819, for the printing of the President’s message | 
and accompanying documents, (a document of 1,000 


| pages,) was $1 54; the present printers received for | 


the same document, which was now enlarged to | 
about 1,500 pages, about 50 cents—less than one- | 
third of the former prices. He was in favor of pay- | 


| Ing an ample and sufficient price, but as long as the || 


House were informed thatthe printers were prepar- | 
ed to go on and fulfill their contract, he thought it 
best not to afford them relief until they asked relief. | 
There was no doubt in his mind that the printers 


parties, and, in addition, they had given ample 

| Securities. In passing from the old system to an- 
other, it ought to be expected that at first there 
ar be considerable delays; these were unavoid- | 
able. 


| was bought by sample; when they came to open | 
it they found it of inferior quality, but could not | 


they had been in a measure obliged to make use 
of it. 


| the Clerk’s desk, and which instructed the Com- 
mittee on Printing to investigate this whole matter 
of delay, and to inquire and report means for its 
remedy. 

The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of 


‘| order. 
| Mr. ASHMUN said, he had not intended to || 
|| Make any unnecessary complaints in relation to || 
_ the public printers. 


He had spoken of the man- 
ner in which they performed their work. He 
presumed they were respectable men, good print- 


| but he desired to call the attention of the House to | 
| the fact—because it was his firm conviction that it 

would prove to be such—that they never could, 
| and never would, make good their contract. They 
| had undertaken a task to which they were not 
adequate, because at prices which weréincompe- | 
| tent. He had no idea, because they did not come | 
| ferward and ask for relief, that this House should 
| sit still and subject itself to all the inconveniences 
growing out of their neglect of duty. 
the time had come when they should be relieved | 
from the evil consequences of this delay. 

Mr. HUNT here interposed with a word of in- 
quiry, which was altogether lost to the reporter; 
to which 

Mr. ASHMUN replied, that he recollected no 
such thing, nor did he think the gentleman accu- 
rate in his recollection. There had been some 


} 


| complaint at the first session of the last Congress, 


as there always was some complaint. He remem- 
bered full well his colleague at that time made some 
complaint in reference to the President’s message, 
as referred to by the gentleman from New York, 
but that complaint was made before the Ist of 
January—was made in December, according to 
his recollection. At all events, there certainly had 


e was satisfied, 


|| that under the present system, which had been | 
kept out of their Journal a month and two months? || adopted as an experiment, they would always be | 

as the printing to be done so that they could || subject to delay; and although the printing was 
scarcely read it, and upon a quality of paper so | done cheaper, he thought it poor and miserable | 


| 


| economy. He therefore hoped the House would 
| take some measure—he did not know what—he 
| hoped no rash measure—by which they and the 


con- || country would be relieved from the inconvenience 
hy, if this was the case, if | and injury under which they now labored in failing 


rtant public documents. 

Mr.WEN 
| tract system. He believed the printing could be 
| executed under that system, if they held men to 
| their bonds; and they had a Committee on Print- 
| ing purposely appointed to see if the public print- 
| ers complied with their contract. If they did not 


| to receive im 


| in one single instance, let the committee report it, 





it 
} 


With reference to the quality of the paper: these || 
| printers had contracted for a large quantity of paper || 
|| of the same quality as described in the contract; it || 


get other paper, and had this on. their hands. So | 


He thought | 


never been any such delay as they had had at the | 
|| present session of Congress. 


WORTH was in favor of the con- | 


GLOBE. 





|| documents promptly laid on their tables. 
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and let the House turn them out and take the next 
lowest bidder; and if he failed to do what he un- 
dertook, let him be turned out and the next lowest 
bidder be contracted with, and soon they would 
find men who could do the printing and have the 
He had 
only further to remark that it was for their own 
convenience and for the interest and information of 
their constituents that they ordered the printing of 
these documents, and not for the benefit of the 
printers. 

Mr, PALFREY had been somewhat surprised 
that in all the debates on this subject the question 
had not been made whetherthe public printers had 
or had not exercised all the diligence they properly 
could? If there were any means of examining into 
that question, let it be done. But their comfort 
and the interests of the country required that their 
attention should be given to a very different ques- 
tion; their capacity for action day by day, and 


‘ | through that, the interests of the country, required 
_ would fulfill their contract; they were responsible || 


that the printing should be promptly done. He 


| cared not about these printers or any others; he 
| cared not about a little more or a great deal more 


i| 





| 
| 


| 
| 
j 


} 


| 





| 
| 


| of its committees. 


being paid, but he did demand, in behalf of his con- 
stituents and of the constituents of other gentlemen, 
that this work should be properly and seasonably 
done. How that was te be accomplished he did 
not know; that was to be attended to by the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

One other topic of great, though perhaps of in- 
ferior importance. ‘The documents of this House 
were objects of curiosity and interest in foreign 


|| countries. The printing of this House had always, 
|| to the best of his knowledge and belief, been ex- 
Mr. CLINGMAN wished to offer as an amend- || 


ment an additional resolution, which was read at || 


ecuted in the most disereditable manner—he did 
not say discreditable to those engaged in it; for 
aught he knew, they furnished all the documents 
in as good a style as they could afford to do at the 
rate at which they had been paid for the printing. 
If they could not get the printing done better at 
the rates heretofore given, double, triple, quadru- 


| ple the price; but he entreated the House not to 


disgrace itself by sending out their documents in 
such a manner, to not only the people of this coun- 
try, but to foreign courts and libraries, and the 
archives of foreign governments. As the printing 
had been done, it was a reproach to these great 
States. It had been so executed that he could 
hardly read it. He was of opinion that this Gov- 
ernment should send out its desunteittn as correct 
specimens of the art of printing. 

Mr. BURT rose to a point of order. The prop- 
osition before the House, as he understood it, was 
a motion to print a specified number of a certain 
document which had come to the House from one 
He did not understand it to be 
a proposition in relation to the manner in which 
the public printing was executed, and he therefore 
submitted that this debate was irregular and out of 
order, and he felt it to be his duty to arrest it un- 
less it was in ordey. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
motion was for the printing of an extra number of 
copies, and it was in order to examine the proba- 
bility of obtaining them. 

Mr. PALFREY said his apology, if he had 
taken too wide a range, was, that when he came 
into the House, the question had been started, and 
he had made his remarks rather on topics which 


him in deWAte than on the question, of which he 
was ignorant. : 

The question was put on agreeing to the report 
of the Committee on Printing, and it was agreed to. 


EXAMINERS IN THE PATENT OFFICE. 


The SPEAKER announced as the business first 
in order the bill to provide additional examiners 
for the Patent Office and for other purposes, which 
was reported on Tuesday last with amendments, 
and which was pending yesterday when the House 
resolved itself into Committee ofthe Whole. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
read a third time— 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to amend the bill 
by striking out ‘* $2,500” as the salaries of chief 
examiners, and inserting ‘* $2,000,’? and moved 
the previous question. 

Before the demand for the previous question was 
seconded, Mr. HENLEY made a few remarks in 
explanation. 

The previous question was then seconded; and 
under its operation the amendment was agreed to, 


had been raised by other gentlemen who preceded 
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and the bill read a third time, passed, and returned 
to the Senate. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CROZIER, from the Committee on Ex- 
penditures in the Department of War, reported the 
following resolution; which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing inquire into the 
propriety and expediency of printing 10,000 extra copies of 
the abstract of contracts reported from the War Department 
and presented to the House on the 26th of January fast. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Printing, 
reported the following resolution; which was read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That there be printed the usual number of the 
report and maps of Lieutenant Emory, containing the report 
of Captain Cook, the report and maps of Lieutenant Abert, 
and the journal of Captain Johnson, as the saine were trans- 
mitted to the House by the Secretary of War on the 9th of 
February, 1848. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Select Com- 
mittee on Rules, made a report proposing amend- 
ments to the 4th, 30th, 56th, and the 114th rules; 
which were read, considered, and agreed to. 


Mr. MURPHY, from the Committee on En- 
graving, to which was referred the question of 


engraving and publishing the maps and drawings | 


accompanying the report of Lieutenant Abert, 
10,000 extra copies of which had been ordered to 
be printed a7 the House, reported the following 
resolution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That one copy of the raid map and drawings be 
guaraved and attached to each printed copy ordered by the 

ouse. 

Mr. MEADE, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to change the time of holding 
the district court of the United States for the west- 
ern district of Virginia, and for other purposes. 
Read and committed. 

Mr. VINTON moved the usual resolution clos- 
ing all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
bill making further appropriations to supply defi- 
ciencies for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1848, 
to-morrow (Friday) at two o’clock. Agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 
A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with the 


provisions of the 3d section of the act to carry into | 


effect the treaties concluded by the Chickasaw 


been so asserted in the Baltimore district. He | 
tribe of Indians on the 20th October, 1832, and the || claimed to be neither the rival of the gentleman | 
|| from Maryland nor of any other member of this | 
} House, nor to be the especial defender of the truth of | 


24th May, 1834, a statement of the respective funds 
on account of said tribe for the year 1847. Laid 
on the table. 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting a report, made in pursuance of an act 
of Ist May, 1820, showing the balances of appro- 
priations under the direction of that department 
remaining in the treasury on the Ist of July, 1846, 
the appropriations made for the fiscal year 1846-7, 
with other information upon the same subject. 
Laid on the table. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 


Treagury, transmitting a report of the names and | 
compensation of the clerks and other persons em- | 


ployed in that department during the past year. 
Referred to the Committee on the Expenditures 
of the Department of the Treasury. 


A communication from the Secretury of the | 


Navy, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 


tion of the House of Representativessof January | 


13, 1846, a statement showing the number and 


compensation of clerks and other persons employ- | 


ed in that department during the last year, together 
with their places of residence at the time of ap- 
pointment. Laid upon the table. 

A communication from the Postmaster General, 
transmitting specific estimates of the sums of mo- 
ney expected to be required for the service of the 
department during the next fiscal year, prepared in 
obedience to the 2d section of the act of July 2, 1836. 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

A communication from the Postmaster General, 
transmitting a report of the disbursing agent of 


that department, exhibiting a detailed statement of || 


his receipts and payments during the calendar 
year 1847, and the balance on hand. Laid upon 
the table. 


lowing letter: 
WasHinoton, February 28, 1848. 
The undersigned has devised a plan for taking the yeas 
and nays, by which much valuable time and consequent 
expense may be saved to the Government. 


_ 
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A small cabinet, called the register, is attached to the 
Clerk’s desk, within which the present printed list is placed, 
having opposite to each name the words yea, nay. From 
this wires lead under the floor to each desk, and there con- 
nect with two keys, inscribed yea, nay. On touching the 
one it causes a piston to rise in the register and cut out the 
word not voted. The vote of the whole House is given 
simultaneously, without the possibility of mistake or failure. 
Ten or more impressions may be taken at the same instant, 
each of which may be duplicated by the copying press, thus 
enabling the Clerk to accommodate all the reporters. 

Less than a minute is sufficient, but on important ques- 
tions five or ten minutes, according to the pleasure of the 
House, may be allowed to let all the members reach their 
seats. 

The apparatus may be put up in the Hall in the course of 
a few weeks, without interlering with the session, at a cost 
of $3,000. 

An operative model is now here, which he would be 
happy to present before a committee. Very respectfully, 

FRANCIS H. SMITH, of Baltimore. 

Hon. R. C. Wintrnrop, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
The SPEAKER 


ander Vattemare, a citizen of France, enclosing his 


| engravings, &c. 
| the Committee on the Library. 
DEFICIENT APPROPRIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the State 
of the Union, (Mr. Hunt, of New York, in the 
chair,) on the bill further to supply deficiencies in 


| 


the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June | 


30, 1848. : 
Mr. R. W. THOMPSON said, that nothing was 


further from his wish or design than to make a | 
speech pending the considerauon of this bill, nor || 


should he now do so were it not rendered neces- 


sary by what was said on yeeeey by the gen- | 


/tleman from Maryland, [Mr. McLane.) That 
| gentleman’s remarks had so direct a reference to 
| him, (Mr. T.,) that if he passed them by without 


notice, it might be supposed that he intended to | 
Nothing was further | 


treat him uncourteously. 
from his wish. 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] 
seemed to think that he (Mr. T.) was his rival on 
| this floor. He understood him to say that it had 


| history. “He professed to be only a plain man, the 
representative of — people, of whom he was 
| proud, and who had confided to his hands a trust 
which he should endeavor to perform truly and 
faithfully. They had charged him with a partici- 
pation in the duties of this House, and he could 
assure the gentleman, that without reference to the 
| superiority of any one member here over another, 
he should discharge those duties with a just and 
|| full sense of all his responsibilities. He came here 
not to enter the field of gladiatorial combat with 
the gentieman from Maryland nor any other mem- 
| ber of the House, nor to shrink from the task of 


who sent him, or to defend the truth of history, 
_whenever in his own judgment it became neces- 
sary and proper. The people of his district knew 
| full well, before he came, of the desire on his part 
‘| to exercise, so far as he could, every possible de- 


} 


| ably, the present unnecessary war into which the | 
‘country had been unconstitutionally plunged by | 
These du- | 
| ties he trusted he should perform in a manner be- | 
|| coming to himself as an individual and as a mem- | 


‘| an ambitious and imbecile Executive. 


|, ber of this House. 
| The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] 


|| had also told the committee that he (Mr. T.) was, |. 


| in the Baltimore district, supposed to be his rival, 
| notonly in those things which were understood to be 
‘| essential to a public debate, but was also his rival in 
|| personal beauty! With the most modest and becom- 


ions t nal comeliness, he would 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- || eny to the gentleman that if 


say to the gentleman that in that, too, his position 
was wholly misconceived. For his own part, he 
could not imagine how, by possibility, the pveenst 
| appearance, either of the gentleman or himself, 


After conversation between Messrs. J. R. IN- || 
| GERSOLL, WENTWORTH, and HOUSTON, || 
of Delaware, the letter was referred to the Commit- | 


resented a letter from Alex- | 


memorial asking aid of Congress in perfecting his | 
_ system of international exchanges of books, maps, | 
The memorial was referred to | 


| defending his position, or the interests of those | 


_gree of instrumentality to bring the Government 
| back to the true principles of the Constitution, and | 
|| to terminate successfully, speedily, and honor- | 


——e 


uF . 
|| Ing before this House, unless it was that, in the 
| district represented x the gentleman, the personal 
|, appearance of a member of Congress was deemed 
|| to be of the greatest importance. [Laughter.} ir 
| such were the fact, he now frankly and willinely 
|| yielded the palm to the gentleman. And if, hen, 
| after, a doubt should anywhere exist, whether the 
|| gentleman or himself was the handsomest man he 
|| desired the question to be forever settled, that ‘the 
| gentleman from Maryland was, without dispute 
| the best looking man in the present Congress! 
| (Laughter. | a 
| Mr. T. said he should now proceed briefly to 
notice what the gentleman from Maryland called 
|| the issue of fact between them. He trusted the 
|| gentleman did not regard it as a question of vera. 
| city, for, as he understood it, it was simply one of 
| construction, ne merely the interpretation 
of certain language. In the meaning to be attach. 
ed to this language, the gentleman and himself |yaq 
differed, and that difference had led to this debate 
He thought that, before he should close, he should 
| be able to convince the committee, and, perhaps 
the gentleman himself, that all the material paris 
| of his speech, to which the gentleman had oy 
yesterday attempted a reply, so far from being 
weakened by that reply, were fortified and strengt). 
ened. And he thought he should also be able to 
show that the gentleman had, in fact, replied to 
his own speech, heretofore made, and had refuted 
some of the main positions he had there taken. 
What was the original point of controversy, to 
| which the gentleman returned on yesterday? |p 
| the speech to which his (Mr. T.’s) former one was 
a reply, it had been asserted that it was communi- 
|| cated to Congress in December, 1845, that General 
| Taylor had been ‘assigned to the defence of the 
_ country west to the Rio Grande.” He had said, 
and he should now repeat it, although not at ali 
necessary to his present design, that no such com- 
munigation had been made to Congress. He then 
showed, by reference to the President’s message 
of December, 1845, that the President did not com- 
municate it; that he merely informed Congress 
that General Taylor had been ordered to take posi- 
tion between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, and that 
| everybody knew at that time, that the point occu- 
ied by him was Corpus Christi. Nowhere was 
it said by the President that General Taylor had 
been ordered to the Rio Grande, or to defend the 
Rio Grande, or to maintain it as the boundary of 
Texas. But, that the Administration might have 
the full benefit of the admission, (if it were, in fact, 
an admission at all,) he had further stated, that the 
Secretary of War, in his communication to Con- 
gress, in December, 1845, did avow that his ultimate 
|| purpose was the defence of the territory of the Rio 
|| Grande, and the maintenance of that river as the 
| boundary of Texas. He did not then pretend to 
‘| quote the words of the Secretary of War. He 
‘| merely undertook to state the substance of his re- 
|| port upon that particular point, and to show that 
even the Secretary had informed Congress of no 
such fact as that General Taylor had, at that time, 
been * assigned to the defence of the country west 
| to the Rio Grande.”? The gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. McLane] did, however, on yesterday, 
insist that he (Mr. ‘T.) was guilty of both the sin 
of omission and of commission, in misstating some 
portion of the history of these events, and in fail- 
ing to state other portions of it. And, in order to 
make good his charge, he had found it necessary 
| to assert that the Secretary of War did not report 
_ to Congress, as he (Mr. T.) had admitted, which 
admission he had made with the sole view that 
| he should do no injustice to the Administration. 
Now, it was not important to his (Mr. T.’s) orig!- 
nal argument, nor was it now important to him 
whether the Secretary so reported or no; for if he 
did nof so report, and the President did not so re- 
port, then Congress was not informed, as the gen- 
tleman had asserted, that General Taylor had been 
‘assigned to the defence of the Rio Grande. 
Does not the gentleman see, therefore, that his 
| argument of yesterday is a complete refutation of 
| that made in his original speech; and that while 
| he has insisted, in the one, that this information 
| 
| 


| 


i} 
i} 


i 


| 





was given to Congress, he has insisted, in the other, 
| that it was not. He will find it difficult to extrr 
| cate himself from this contradiction of himself. 

|| Mr. T. said he had conceived it to be important 
|| to know, whether or no, at the session in 4 
|| ber, 1845, Congress had knowledge of the fact, 


. could have any relation to public questions pend- | that General Taylor had been ordered to advance 
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the army to the valley of the Rio Grande, or | 
whether or no the President designed to give such 
order. This was one of the questions of the pres- 
ent controversy and he did not hesitate to repeat, | 
what he had heretofore said, that no such order | 
was made known to Congress and the country, | 
and that, if such an order were then contemplated, | 
it was known only to the Executive and those to 
whom his secrets were confided. 
Mr. McLANE desired to explain; and Mr. 
Tyompson having yielded the floor for that pur- 
nose, he said, that the gentleman from Indiana, | 
‘Mr. THOMPSON, ] in his original speech, had un- | 





dertaken to controvert the point that General Tay- | 


! 


jor was assigned to a position for the defence of | 


the territory west to the Rio Grande; but that he 
now undertook to answer a position which he 
(Mr. McLane) had not taken—which was, that | 
the President had ordered General Taylor to the 
Rio Grande. 


Mr. THOMPSON continued. He said he would 


THE CONGR 


|| dered by the Government to do so. 


| 


explain the gentleman’s aon prmegin by reference || 


to bis first speech, and insisted that he should abide 
by what he had there avowed. He read from that 
speech, to show that the gentleman had argued 
that the act of Congress admitting Texas into the 
Union, and consummating annexation, had adopted 
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Secretary of War. If it had been, then he agreed 
that the act admitting ‘Texas into this Union would 
have adopted the Rio Grande as the boundary, and 
there would have been no necessity for the subse- 
quent order of the 13th of January, 1846. The 
issuance of that order by the President shows that 
he did not regard any previous one as giving Gen- 
eral Taylor authority to go beyond Corpus Christi; 


|| and the letters of General Taylor show that he did 


not intend to go beyond there until positively or- 
f left to him- 
self, he never would have marched the army to the 
Rio Grande, but would have been content to guard 
what, at the time he marched to Corpus Christi, 
was understood and known to be the western fron- 
tier of Texas—just as he had formerly done on 
our own frontier at the posts upon the southwest- 
ern border. But he did not care to press this part 
of the controversy further. He had already taken 
up more time with it than he had wished or de- 
signed. 

The gentleman from Maryland had fallen into 
error as to what he supposed was his (Mr. T.’s) 
use of the words ‘ ultimate destination;’’ and had 


'read from the annual report of the Secretary of 


the Rio Grande as the boundary of Texas, because |) 


it had been communicated to 
act was passed, that General Taylor was ‘ des- | 


ongress before that || 


tined to defend and protect the soil of Texas,’’ the i 


« western frontier” of which was the Rio Grande. | 


How did the gentleman reach this conclusion? || 


Was it by merely setting up the claim to the Rio 
Grande, with the purpose of ultimately pressing it | 
to consummation, that we were to derive title? If | 
the claim were a good one, why had it not been 
asserted at once, and without delay? If the Rio 
Grande was the’*‘ western frontier” of Texas, why 
had General Taylor been sent onl 
when the avowed object of the Government was 


the protection of that frontier? Did not the gen- | 


| had said, that it was the design of the Adminis- 


|| War to show that no such words had been em- 


ployed by him. He (Mr. T.) had already said 
that he had not designed to, quote the words ofthe 
Secretary of War in that report. His object was 
merely to state the substance of what he had com- 
municated to Congress. He knew perfectly well 
that the term ‘ ultimate destination’’ was first used 


by Mr. Bancroft in June, 184% in his despatch || 


from the War Department; and that this despatch 
was not communicated to Congress until after the 
war had commenced. It accompanied the war 


|| message of the President of the 11th of May, i846. 


But, although not employed, in December, 1845, 


| by the Secretary of War, it was perfectly apparent, 
to the Nueces, || 


from what he had said, and what the President 


tration that its ultimate policy would be the occu- 


BE. 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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the necessity of passing an act of the Texan Con- 
gress to extend it beyond that point?) The truth 
was—and the gentleman’s argument yesterday 
was an admission of it—that Texas has no title 
beyond the Nueces, except that which she has 
acquired since her revolution, by her own legis- 
lation. This is no title at all, as he (Mr. 7.) 
had shown in his former speech; for Texas had 
never maintained jurisdiction beyond the settle- 
ments around Corpus Christi, except that jurisdic- 
tian which she had been able to maintain since the 
war began, by the military power of this Govern- 
ment. Whatever rights thus acquired, are the 
rights of a conqueror, under the law of nations, 
and subject to dosarannetion at the close of the 
war. 

The gentleman from Maryland—passing to what 
he seemed to regard as the most importent part of 
the controversy between them—had insisted with 
great earnestness that he was right in that position, 
in his first speech, wherein he charged that General 
Taylor, in his letter of October 4, 1845, had advised 
the movement to the Rio Grande as a measure of 
political and diplomatic policy. He (Mr. T.) in- 
tended to have no quarrel with the gentleman as 
to the meaning either of the term political or diplo- 








| matic; but he did before, and he now did again, 
; and should hereafter repeat it, if it became neces- 


sary, take issue with him on the point whether or 


| no General Taylor did intend to make a political 


recommendation to the Administration. He con- 
fidently appealed to the often-expressed opinion of 
General ‘Taylor on that subject, and was fully pre- 
pared to maintain, as he had before done, from 
those expressed opinions, that he never intended 
to make, and never did make, any recommendation 
of a political character to thisGovernment. Every 
word that he said had exclusive reference to whzt 
he understood to be the fixed policy of the Admin- 
istration, whose orders he, as a military comman- 
der, was bound to obey. What did he, or could 
he, know of the secret designs of Mr. Polk and his 


tleman see, that the annunciation of the design— || pation of the valley of the Rio Grande. It was 
whether by the President or Secretary of War—of | also apparent, {rom General Taylor’s letters, that 
ultimately going to the Rio Grande, could have no | he understood this design. Yet, while all this was 
reference whatsoever to any legislation predicated | so, and the purpose of going to the Rio Grande 
upon the then existing state of things, and which || was thus foreshadowed, it was, beyond question, 
was had before any attempt was made to carry | true, that Congress had no information that any 





Cabinet? And if he had known them, what sym- 
pathies had he with them or those who cherished 
them? Did he participate with Mr. Polk in the 
wish to ingulf the whole of Mexico, and to wrest 
from it any portion of its ners Was he so 

exican blood ? 


that design into execution? But the force of the | 
gentleman’s answer to this is, that the legislation | 
of Congress adopted the intention of the Executive, | 
and made ita part of the law of the land. Why, | 
sir, (said Mr. T.,) there is no sort of justification 


be called reasoning atall. The President, through 
the Secretary of War, avowed the design of ulti- 
mately owupying the valley of the Rio Grande as 
the western boundary of Texas; but Congress, by | 


the joint resolution of annexation, had expressly || outrage upon the rights of the people, when he 


disavowed the intention of involving the Govern- | 
ment in such a movement. That resolution pro- 
vided, that the boundary between Mexico and 
Texas should be settled by negotiation, not by the 
partisan resolves of Mr. Polk and his Cabinet. It 
was binding upon the President and the country, 
and the violation of its provisions by the President 
was a flagrant and palpable dereliction of duty. 
And for such an act of usurpation and wrong, 
there was not found the slightest apology in what 
was set up in the original speech of the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. McLane,] nor were the in- 
ferences of that speech at all justified by the facts 
from which he had attempted to deduce them. 
_The whole ey controversy was a plain and 
simple one. Did Congress know, when the reso- 
ution to annex Texas was passed, that General 
Taylor had been ordered to march to the Rio 
Grande? The gentleman from Maryland had said, 
m = oon speech, that Congress did know that he 
' een assigned to the defence of the cow west 
to the Rio Grande.” How he could be “ ee to 
the defence” of the valley of the Rio Grande, and 
™ haveno authority to march there with his army, 
. 'T. acknowledged his utter inability to compre- 
hend. He had supposed that the gentleman’s a 
guage was capable of just the interpretation which 
he had given it, and ite still thinks that it is so. 
€ does not know of any rule of interpretation other 
than that which gives to the gentleman’s words the 
Meaning he has attached to them. And under- 
Standing them as he did when he made his former 
Speech, and as he still does, he then said, and again 
repeated, that no such information was communi- 
cated to Congress either by the President or the 





t of || and placed the President in the attitude of judging 
for such a process of reasoning, if, indeed, it can | 





| of Congress and the people. 


steps had then been taken to execute this design. 
That being the case, any attempt to do so, with 
the resolution of annexation still in force, was a 
violation of the express terms of that resolution, 


for himself what he should do, wholly irrespective 
As Congress de- 
termined that the question of boundary should be 
settled by negotiation, the President had no right to 
settle it in any other way; and it was a flagrant 


usurped the power to determine where the bound- 
ary should be, and to maintain it by the sword. 
All that he (Mr. T.) had insisted on was, that the 
President had resolved that he would so maintain 
it, at the time he communicated to Congress his 
message of December, 1845; but that he had not 
so declared this purpose as even to cause the sus- 

icion, upon the part of anybody not familiar with 
his Cabinet secrets, that he intended to move the 


army to the Rio Grande without the authority of 


law. Certainly he had made no effort to move it 
there until the order of 13th of January, 1846; and 
that order, issued when Congress was in session, 
and without its knowledge, violated the act of an- 
nexation, the Constitution of the United States, 
and was an unprecedented assault upon the rights 
of the people. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. McLane] 
had also stated on yesterday, that he (Mr. T.) had 
fallen into error in regard to the extent of the coun- 
ty of San Patricio. He (Mr. T.) had asserted, 

at before the independence of Texas, the county 
of San Patricio extended only to the Nueces river; 
but that afterwards, it had been extended so as to 
embrace Corpus Christi. The omen said, on 
yesterday, that, by an act of the Texan Legisla- 
ture, passed in 1842 or 1843, it was extended to 
the Rio Grande. This was in confirmation of what 
he (Mr. T.) had said. The point to which this 
county was extended, after Texan independence, 
was in no way material. The only question was, 
whether the revolutionary title of ‘Texas extended 
beyond the Nueces? The fact now stated by the 
gentleman from Maryland proved that it did not 
extend beyond the Nueces. 





If it had, wherefore | 


fond of war that he thirsted for 
Did he know the true nature of our relations with 
Mexico? Had he been informed of the instruc- 
tions to Mr. Slidell, which the President now refuses 
to communicate to us, the representatives of the 

eople? General Taylor’s whole life, and all that 
i has written and said on the subject of this war, 
prove beyond controversy, that he took no part in 
the Presidential counsels, and that he had no inten- 
tion of advising the movements of the Administra- 
tion. It was wholly out of his line of duty to do 
so. As a military commander he had nothing to 
do with the Government policy of settling bound- 
ary lines or acquiring territory. His duty re- 
quired him to defend the country to its just and 
true limits, and to go beyond those limits only in 
the event of being ordered to do so by the superior 
power of the Government. He did go, not pur- 
suant to any political or diplomatic policy which he 
had recommended, but in subordination to the 
President of the United States, who, as comman- 
der-in-chief of the army, had ordered him to do 
so. 

If the order of the 13th of January, 1846, were 
a rightful order, if it were given according to law 
and the Constitution, if the public interest required 
that it should be issued, and if it were necessary 
to the maintenance of the honor or rights of the 
country, why is it that the gentleman from Mary- 
land and other defenders of the President, labor 
so hard to relieve the President from the rcsponsi- 
bility of issuing it, and to place it upon the old hero 
of Buena Vista and Monterey? If there is so much 
patriotism in the advocacy of the war and its con- 
tinuance until Mexico is entirely subdued, why 
are the President and his friends soedesirous to 
shrink from the honor of having brought it on? 
That is, he could assure the gentleman, not the 
way in which General Taylor does his work. It 
was his rule to *‘ask no favors, and shrink from 
no responaibility;’’ and he (Mr. T.)-thought, that 
by firmly maintaining this rule of conduct, as he 
believed he would, he would yét express himself so 
fully in rd to this war, that there would be no 
mistaking his sentiments. Gentlemen here will find 
themselves wholly unable to persuade the country 
that he brought on the war, The mind of the country 
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is already made up on that question. And being || country. 


made up, it is convinced of the unkindness with 
which gentlemen are here treating General Taylor, 
by insisting that he was the cause of the war, when 
they know full well that he only marched from 
Corpus Christi when ordered to do so by the Pres- 
ident, and declared to the Administration that he 
would not march until he was so ordered. 

He (Mr. T.) did not perceive the present im- 
portance of it, but the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. MeLawe) had also asserted on yesterday, 
that while General Taylor was in Louisiana, he 
was ordered not to march into Texas before her 
annexation was consummated. He could seareely 
refrain from smiling when he heard the gentleman 
make the remark. 

Mr. McLANE desired to explain. He had not 
said, before her annexation was consummated, but 
before the people of Texas had given their assent 
to the terms of annexation proposed to them. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON continued. He confessed that 
he had not sufficient acuteness of discrimination to 
understand the difference between that acceptance 
and actual annexation. Whenever Texas accepted 
the terms of our joint resolution, she became, to 
all intents and purposes, as much a part of this 
country as she is now; and the President was just 
as much bound to defend her, to her true limits, 
after that was done, as he was after she was ad- 
mitted as a State into the Union. 

Mr. McLANE again interrupted Mr. T. What 

_ he said was not distinctly heard, but was under- 
stood to be a repetition, in substance, of what he 
had said when last up. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON continued. General Taylor 
was ordered by Mr. Donelson, on the 28th of June, 
1845, to march into Texas and take position at 
Corpus Christi. Now, he would thank the gen- 
tleman to tell him how this order of 28th June 
could have reference to a contingency that must de- 
pend on a popular act, afterwards to be performed ? 
Texas did not consent to come into this Union un- 
til that consent was given by her convention which 
met on the 4th of July, 1845. General Taylor was 
instructed to march into Texas before that accept- 
ance. The order to march there was given pursu- 
ant to the instructions of thisGovernment. It was 
therefore true, beyond question, that there was a 
hot haste about this thing which had plunged the 
nation into all its present difficulties, 

Mr. 'T. would now proceed to notice that part 
of the gentleman’s speech which had reference 
to collection districts in Texas, upon the facts in 
regard to which the gentleman from Maryland 
and himself were at issue. ‘That gentleman had 
at first said that Texas had, by an act of Con- 
egress, been divided into two collection districts, the 
western boundary of one of which was the Rio 
Grande. He had, on the other hand, shown, by 
the law itself, that the whole State of Texas con- 
stituted but one collection district, of which Corpus 
Christi was the extreme western limit. After his 
former speech wes made, he had looked into the 
reports from the Treasury Department, had exam- 
ined the Blue Book, and every other source of in- 
formation upon which he could lay his hands, and 
had been unable to find any other reference to this 
district than that which he had made in his speech 
and in the note attached to it. Nowhere in any 
public document or in any book, could he find the 
appointment of an inspector of customs at Point 
Isabel. He had therefore stated, that no such offi- 
cer had ever been appointed. What the Adminis- 
tration may or may not have done since the war 
begun has nothing to do with the question; for it 
has now appointed officers of the customs in many 
of the ports of Mexico. ‘These appointments are 
made by virtue of rights claimed by the President as 


of any civil appointment of an inspector at Point 
Isabel made either before or since the war began. 
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| no such civil officers were at Vera Cruz and Tam- 





cated, nor had he, or the House, or the country, 
received any public notice thereof until the gen- 


tleman from Maryland read some letters here, || 


on yesterday, which he had obtained at the office 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. There was some- 


GLOBE. 


eee cena aeanne memes 


It has never been officially communi- | 


| 
| 


| 


thing very singular, to his mind, about this mode || 


of conducting public business; but it seemed to be 
a favorite mode with this Administration. When 
he (Mr. T.) had spoken, in his former speech, of 
the order to General Taylor to march to the Rio 
Grande having been given before the President 
knew that Mr. Slidell was rejected, he had been 
told by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Ruerr] that the fact of Mr. Slidell’s rejection was 
communicated to the Government in a paper which 
had not yet, even to the present day, been made 
public. He then asked the gentleman from South 
Carolina where he had procured a sight of that 
paper, and his response was, that he had seen it, 


March 2. 


He (Mr. T.) thought he had now shown th 
committee, and the gentleman from Marylar a. 
that so far from weakening —- position which ‘a 
been taken by him, (Mr. T.,) in his original 
speech, every single one had been strengthened 
and fortified by the argument of the gent 


le 
yesterday. That which the gentleman oe 


Seemed to 


consider the most important difference between 


them, could not now but be fully understood. va 
meant the appointment of inspector at Point Isa. 
bel. He would repeat, that there might be no 


| mistake as to his position, that if the Secretary of 


the Treasury, by virtue of the military power given 
him by the President, had thought proper to ap. 


| point such an officer, it had been done in defiance 


of law, and the country had no information of it 


in any part of the public history, until it was fyy. 


but a day or two before, in the Department of | 


War. He repeated, that it isa most singular mode 
of proceeding, that the Government should have 
certain documents which ought to be public, re- 
served for only the sight of the friends of the Admin- 
istration, when nobody else knew their contents, 
to be used here just as the occasion might require. 
That was precisely the character of the informa- 
tion yesterday communicated by the gentleman 
from Maryland in relation to an inspector at Point 
Isabel. But, notwithstanding it was thus, for the 
first time, made public, it proved nothing more than 
what he (Mr. Ty had already said—that this in- 
spector was a military officer. The letter from the 
collector at Galveston to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, which the gentleman had read, was dated Feb- 
ruary 19, 1846, more than one month after General 
Taylor was ordered to the Rio Grande. His letter 
recommended an inspector to be appointed at Point 
Isabel, and gave as a reason therefor that he had 
been ‘*advised that the United States forces now 
‘ {then] stationed at * Corpus Christi’ are [were] 
‘under orders to remove’’ there. This shows that 
the necessity of this appointment was occasioned 
by the movements of the army, and that the ap- 
pointment was a military one. Under this recom- 
mendation, it was made by the Secretary of the 


nished to the gentleman from Maryland in a 
vate letter from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. McLANE. Private? 
Mr. THOMPSON said he meant a letter ad. 
dressed to the gentleman as a member of this 


pri- 


| House. 


Mr. McLANE said it was a copy from the 


| record. 


Mr. THOMPSON continued. 


It was a copy 


| from a record of which neither this House nor the 


| was brought here by 
| read in his speech on yesterday. 


country had any information whatsoever, until it 
the gentleman himself, and 
It was furnished 


_him privately, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| to defend the Administration against the charge of 


But he would not 


violating a law of Congress. 
He wanted, be. 


dwell longer upon this question. 


fore he sat down, to notice another part of the 


gentleman’s speech, which was not a reply to any 


_of the arguments of his (Mr. T’s) former one. 


The gentieman seemed very anxious to place him 


| (Mr. T.) before the country, not only asa Whig, 


but as a Clay Whig, or a Taylor Whig; he be. 


lieved the gentleman had not been able to settle, in 


his own mind, to which class he belonged. 


Now 
the gentleman represented him correctly in calling 


hima “‘whole Whig,” for he did profess to be awhole 


needed no defence from him, 


Treasury, on the 9th of March, 1346, nearly tivo | 


months after General Taylor had been ordered to 
the Rio Grande. Here, then, was a solution of 
the whole matter. The inspector was a miliary | 
officer, not responsible to any law of the United 
States, but alone to the President and the Secretary | 
of the Treasury. He had no doubt that, if the | 
whole trath could be got at, it would turn out, that | 
at this day, the customs were collected there under | 
the military orders in council and the tariff of duties | 
which the President and his Secretaries had caused | 
to be issued. By the same authority they had ap- | 
pointed collectors and inspectors at Vers Cruz and | 
Tampico. 


Whig. Sull he was not here as the especial de- 
fender either of Mr. Clay or General Taylor. They 
But he would take 
this occasion to say, that it did not become the 


| gentleman from Maryland, nor his political friends, 


| to exhibit so much anxiety to strike at the repu- 
tation of General Taylor. 


The old warrior had 


been buffeted about quite enough by the Admin- 


Mr. McLANE(Mr. T. yielding for explanation) | 


would state to the committee and to the gentleman 
from Indiana, w::o seemed to have forgotten what 
the law of the land was about inspectors of cus- | 


the collector of a district to nominate the inspector, | 
and that he should be confirmed by the Secretary | 
of the Treasury. That was a civil office, known | 


} 

} 

—_ 

toms, that the laws of the United States required || 
1} 


to the laws of the land; and that civil officer was | 


at Point Isabel But (he was understood to say) 


pico; they were military officers. 


self did, that, by the acts of Congress of 1799 and | 
1804, the power to appoint inspectors was given 


But that did not, in any | 
manner, change this question. This is a question 
of power. Had either the President or his Secre- 


He has, at all events, searched for and has been || tary of the Treasury the power to act in defiance | 


unable to find any such; and he does not believe 
that any such can be found. He has heard, some 
time ago, that there is a military inspector of cus- 
toms at Point Isabel, but no such civil officer of 
this Government there. He does not know how 
the fact is; but he does know, that if the President 
or the Secretary of the Treasury has appointed 
such a civil officer there, it has been done without 
authority of law, as it is not within any collection 
district of the United States. And he also knows, 
that if such appointment has been made, no report 
of it has been made heretofore to Congress or the 


of an act of Congress, which pointed out where | 
these officers should be located, and — an 
officer beyond the limits fixed by law? 

the President or his “‘chancellor of the Exchequer’’ 


ad either || 


_communicate to Congress. 


|General Taylor. 


/ men. 
n || had tried in the valley o 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, upon the nomi- || 
a military conqueror. But there is no public record |) nation of the collector. 





|| numbee of his own. 


the civil power to act upon the nomination of an || 


inspector from a collector at Monterey on the Pa- 
cific? orcould they, by virtue ofany civil authority, 
order an officer of the United States to reside there? | 


He repeated that the whole question was one of | 
power, Neither the President nor the Secretary 


of the Treasury had the power: they acted alone 
under military authority. 





| 
' 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
! 
} 
| 
' 
| 


istration itself. Not only have they endeavored 
to shut his mouth, when he had dared to express 
his opinions on the subject of the war, (as he 
did in his letter to General Gaines,) by reviving 
an old and obsolete order of the War Department, 
but they have studiously endeavored to deprive 
him of his well-earned fame. Mr. Polk did not 
want to hear what General Taylor had to say on 
the political policy of the Government. The mo- 
ment he undertook to say what, in his judgment, it 


| should be, it was attempted to deprive him of the 
|| privilege of writing a word to anybody but the 


officers of the Government, who should expose to 
the public only that which the President chose to 
But that was not the 
true object of the hostility of the President to 
He saw the possibility that 
General Taylor might become a favorite with the 


| people, and this was quite enough for him to know. 
| From that hour the veteran soldier was destined to 
7 " | be sacrificed, if there was strength enough in the 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON continued. He presumed || 
he knew, perhaps as well as the gentleman him- | 


Presidential arm to do it. Accordingly, his force 
at Buena Vista was reduced to a mere handful of 
Nearly all the regular soldiers whom he 
fl the Rio Grande and at 
Monterey, were taken from him. He was left 
only in command of untried volunteers, who had 
never heard the report of a hostile gun, almost in 
the heart of Mexico, surrounded by embartass- 
ments on every side, with the best appointed 
forces of Mexico in his front, commanded by the 
general who had been sent to Mexico by Mr. Polk, 
and who then had a force more than four times the 
This was but a part of the 
olicy of this Administration towards General 
aylor. But, thanks to him and his brave litle 
army, he had alike foiled the puny efforts of a jeal- 
ous Executive, and added new honors to his ow? 
name, and fresh glory to his country. 
He had a few words to say, before he sat down, 
about the extreme anxiety which the gentleman 


from Maryland had exhibited, to place the Whig 
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rty in the most awkward predicament of being 
greatly divided on a candidate for the Presidency. 
jt was of very little importance to this country how 
ne or the gentleman from Maryland intended to 
yote on the question of the Presidency. He would 
say to the honorable gentleman, however, if he laid 
the flattering unction to his soul that the Whig party 
was SO divided as he had represented, he was vastly 
mistaken. There were a great many men in that par- 
ty, who were prepared, whenever the crisis might 
call for the surrender of individual preferences and 
feelings, to buckle on their armor in the common 
defence of the Constitution, and the rescue of the 
country from the fearful evils which beset it. We, 


(said Mr. T.,) it is true, from particular reasons, | 


have individual preferences; but there is some- 
thing in this great controversy higher than men— 
than the elevation of any particular candidate to 


the Presidency. The security, the salvation of 


the Constitution, is the great question to be tried. 
In a contest of this sort we are prepared to rear 
the old banner under which we have fought 
i» former times, and do duty to the glorious 
(Constitution of our fathers; and whether under 
the banner of Mr. Clay, who has long stood fore- 


most among the most distinguished statesmen | 


of our country; or whether under that of Gen- 
eral Taylor, who has fought our battles and 
covered himself all over with glory, who “asks 


no favor and shrinks from no responsibility;” | 


or whether under the banner of some of the other 


iJustrious men who are scattered -all over this | 


Union; we will go into the contestas if animated by 
one spirit, and having but one common object— 


the enduring prosperity and happiness of our coun- | 


try. Why, does the gentleman suppose we have 


got nobody else but General Taylor and Mr. Clay? | 
Let him look all over this Union, and we can point || 
to those under whose banner the Whig party could 


rally with hope and confidence. Massachusetts 
can boast her Webster, the able defender of the 


Constitution; Delaware, her Clayton; Pennsylva- | 
nia, her Sergeant and Binney; New “York, her || 


Fillmore; Ohio, her McLean, Corwin, and Ewing; 
Kentucky, her Crittenden; Tennessee, her Bell; 


North Carolina, her Mangum and Badger; South || 
Carolina, her Preston. ‘These were all men whom 


Whigs delight to honor. And there were others 


scattered all over the country—not only in public || 
life, but in private life--men far more distinguished || 
for intellect and patriotism than he who now dis- 


penses power at the other end of the avenue. 


But the gentleman’s own political friends, he 


understood, had a good many family quarrels, a 


good many family jars, which it might be rather | 


more difficult to reconcile. He had understood 
that the gentleman who sat at the other end of the 
avenue had himself set up pretensions for reélec- 


tion, but that a large portion of his friends were | 
unwilling to make him their candidate, for two | 


prominent reasons: first, because he admitted Santa 


Anna into Mexico; and second, because rumor, | 


with her ten thousand tongues, says he has circum- 


vented his Cabinet by giving secret instructions to | 


Trist when he had said publicly that he had recalled 
him, Then he understood that a distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was sometimes 
talked of, but he was denounced here as having 
been an opposer of the last war, Then there was 
a distinguished Senator from Michigan who was 
an aspirant, yet it was hinted that he had been 
on both sides of the Wilmot proviso. There was 


also the honorable gentleman who was now second | 


in office under the Government, whose name was 


associated with Mr. Polk’s in the last canvass, but |! 


itwas brought against him that he wrote the bill 
for the recharter of the United States Bank. When- 
ever that party should have settled their differ- 


TH 


| party had spoken,) that in this contest the candi- 
date of the gentleman’s party, whoever he might 
be, would find a competitor with whom he might 
expect to enter into no mean or childish contest. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, here interposed, 
and, Mr. T. yielding, said he understood the gen- 
tleman from Indiana to refer to a rumor that the 
President had circumvented his Cabinet, by sending 
secret instructions to Mr. Trist. He desired to 
know whether he understood the honorable gen- 
tleman to make such a charge? : 
Mr. THOMPSON. Not at all; certainly not. 
He knew nothing at all of the secrets at the other 
end of the avenue. He had not even a personal 
acquaintance with the gentleman who occupies the 
Presidential chair, consequently he could not know 
what were the secret purposes of his Administra- 
tion. All he knew about this matter was obtained 
from an artiele in the leading French paper of New 
York, which came to this city yesterday. He 
made no endorsement of the charge. 
Mr. STANTON. I have it within my know- 
ledge to say that the statement is absolutely false. 
Mr. THOMPSON resuming. Iam glad to hear 
it, for the sake of the President of the United 
States. The honorable gentleman then does know 
what are the secrets of the President ! 
What he had said to the honorable gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. T. remarked) had been 
prompted by no unkind feeling. It was merely a 
| difference of interpretation—of construction be- 
tween the gentleman and himself. And as such 
were the sentiments which he experienced towards 
| the gentleman from Maryland, that gentleman 

would permit him to offer to him a piece of friendly 
-advice. He (Mr. T.) had a little more experience 
as a member of this House than the gentleman 
had, and this experience had satisfied him that a 
member might not presume too much upon his 
| reputation here. He would therefore say, with 

kindness, to the gentleman, that it would be well 
for them both to imitate the example of older 


/and more experienced members, who did not 
| speak so often as to wear out the patience of the 
| House. 

Whatever might be the verdict (Mr. T. pro- 
| ceeded to remark) passed here upon the great 
| questions of controversy which excited the nation, 
| the people of this country, from one end to the 
other, would investigate these questions for them- 
selves. They would declare, by their own po- 
tential voice, what should be done. Gentlemen, 
he knew, were in the habit of saying they 


contest. He could not. Would to God he could. 
When gentlemen on the other side should have 
brought out a distinguished man of their party, 
and put him in nomination, and when his party 


| result. He feared it; he feared it for the Consti- 
tution; he feared it for the country. All he could 
say, was, that every true-hearted patriot would do 
his duty to the Constitution, and leave the issue 
in the hands of the people and’of God. He trust- 
| ed and hoped that the public virtue of this country 
|, was not yet destroyed. He trusted and hoped 
| that the strong arm of this Executive, exercised 
| in defiance of popular judgment, of the popular 
| will, of the Constitution, and of the law, had not 
| 


yet stricken down that attachment which the peo- 
ple had been accustomed to feel for the institutions 


|| Constitution in its purity, and save it from ruin. 


|| We may wrangle here as we please. We may 
enter into the arena of partisan discussion in this 


|| Hall, and divert our own minds, and the minds of | 
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could anticipate the result of the Presidential | 


‘ our country ? 


should have done the same, no man could tell the || them as chaff? 


of our country. He trusted and believed that there | 


|| was yet enough ‘of public virtue left to defend the |, some eight or ten of the northern States of Mexico, 


| the interior of the country was penetrated, by the 
Where are we? (said he.) Where do we stand? | 


AS 


ernment. Looking to South America, we see even 
there they are throwing themselves into the arms 
of this Administration for protection. The inhab- 
itants of Venezuela ask shelter from us. Where 
are we to stop? He asked, in God’s name, where 
are we to stop? 

We have been plunged into this condition by 
the President of the United States, not by the peo- 
le of the country. It has been done by the Pres- 
ident, not under the recommendation of General 
Taylor, but under his own stern, stubborn, ob- 
stinate will. Where, he repeated, are we to stop? 
It is easy to plunge this country into war. A 
weak, ambitious, imbecile President by a single 
stroke of the pen, may get us into a long, expen- 
sive, ruinous war; but it demands all the sagacity, 
all the wisdom, all the true-hearted patriotism of 
the country, to get us out of it. The incendiary 
may set fire to our building, but it requires a mul- 
titude, with well-directed efforts, to extinguish it. 
The President may hurl his country almost over 
the precipice; but it requires all the patriotism of 
ail our wisest and best statesmen to save it. He 
trusted in God it would be saved. Their only re- 
liance was on the public virtue of the nation, If 
that is not exercised, and exercised speedily, he 
could not but foresee a dark and gloomy fate for 
the country. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, next addressed 
the committee, directing his remarks to a subject 
which it seemed to him had not received that con- 
sideration from the two Houses of Congress and 
from the American people which its importance, 
in his judgment, required, viz: to the objects and 
purposes which this Administration had been seek- 





‘ing to accomplish by the prosecution of the exist- 


ing war with Mexico. Passing over the question 
of the origin of the war, and admitting, for the sake 
of argument, that the President of the United States 
had a right to order the army to the Rio Grande; 
assuming, for the sake of argument—and he made 
these admissions and assumptions for no other pur- 
pose—the validity of the claim advanced by the 
Administration of the clear and indisputable nature 
of our title to the Rio Grande; assuming that the 
reiterated asseverations of the President of the Uni- 
ted States that Mexico was the aggressor were 
well-founded, that she invaded the territory of the 
United States, and that, by an attack on Captain 
Thornton's command on the 24th April, 1846, she 
was guilty of shedding American blood upon Amer- 
ican soil, he asked if the aggression thus made 
upon our territory was not repelled, if the victories 
of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma were not suf- 
ficient vindications of the honor and integrity of 
Was it not sufficient for our army, 
under the lead of the gallant, the successful Tay- 
lor, to have scattered the Mexican forces before 
Had we been content to remain on 
this side of the Rio Grande, did any human being 
believe that this gasconading, vainglorious, cow- 


ardly race of Mexicans would have ever dared to 


come on this side of the Rio Grande for the pur- 
pose of assailing the American arms? 

But this Administration, not content with repel- 
ling aggression, as they claimed, had seen fit to 
invade the Republic of Mexico; to send an army 
into Upper California and New Mexico, to organ- 
ize an expedition of a very extraordinary charac- 


_ ter under General Wool to capture Chihuahua, 


and to take possession of Tamaulipas, New Leon, 
and Coahuila. Not satisfied with thus capturing 


way of Vera Cruz, to the very heart of the repub- 
lic, as the President would have it, expending one 
hundred millions of money, and, as he verily be- 
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lieved, at least thirty-five thousand lives of the 
ences, (if they should succeed in so doing,) and || the people; but we are in the midst of a great American citizens! : 
have brought out their man, and put their harness || crisis... What shall be done? is asked everywhere. | And why had all this been done? What had 


on, let him tell them, that every true and gallant || We have been engaged in war—in a devastating, 
Whig, whether under the banner of Mr. Clay or || ruinous war—with a sister republic. We have | ecnting this war in this most extraordinary man- 
General Taylor, would be found prepared to do || now the flattering prospect of peace. What shall) ner? It would be impossible, he said, for him to 
his duty manfully for the defence of the Constitu- || we do with that peace, if we make peace? What discuss this question fully under present circum- 
tion and the country. He was authorized to speak | will be the result of our acquisitions, if we make | stances, without referring to the treaty of peace 


for none but himself, but the gentleman properly | acquisitions of territory? ho can tell? If we | which it was said had been negotiated in the city 


interpreted him when he said that he (Mr. T.) was | do not make peace, where are we to stop? Are | of Mexico, either with or without the authority of 


, been the policy of the Administration in thus pros- 


& “whole Whig.’? This need not be told to his H we to go forward with our uering arms, and || our Government, which had been brought to this 
Constituents or to those who knew him. From his || overrun and subjugate the whole of Mexico, and | city, and it was seid was now pending before the 
very boyhood he had tried to do service in that 


| the whole of this continent? We are told that the | 
orious cause. He was proud to be called a Whig. || people of the northern States of Mexico, not em- | 
' was the highest title he wished to wear; and he || braced in the treaty, are petitioning for admission | 
now told the gentleman, (without telling him for || into this Union. [t is known that a commissioner | 


whom he might go until the great voice of the | from Yucatan is asking the protection of this Gov- i} 


other branch of the National Legislature. In 
speaking of it, he spoke from no sources of infor- 
ation except those common to all the members of 
the House; and he ke on his responsibility 
alone. He also intended to speak with modera- 
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tion, with caution, as it was a subject of the utmost 
delicacy, of the utmost importance. 


Was it not extraordinary that we should have || 


oe | 
now pending before one department of this Gov- 


ernment the question whether the boundaries of || 


the United States should be extended to an immense | 
extent; whether vast regions of country should be 
brought within our jurisdiction and subjected to | 
our laws; that the question should be pending 
whether a foreign people, who speak not our lan- | 
guage, who know nothing of our institutions, 
should be brought within the limits of the United | 
States of America; whether the Government of the 
United States should be committed, in addition to 
all its vast expenditures in the prosecution of this | 


war, in addition to the $100,000,000, and he thought || 


he might safely say the $150,000,000, and the fear- 
ful sacrifice of life,—was it not strange that the 


question should be pending whether, in addition to | 
all these, we should put ourselves under obligations || 


for a sum of no less than $21,000,000, and yet 
the representatives of the people not be informed 
one word about it? It might be said that they 
would have an opportunity to pronounce upon it 
when, after it was ratified—in case it should be 
ratified—the House of Representatives was called 
upon to vote appropriations to carry it into effect. 
But did not every man know that they would then 


be placed ina position where they would be forced | 


to appropriate? Yet not one word was communi- 
cated by the President to the representatives of the 
people upon this subject. 


He knew that the Executive was under no con- | 
stitutional obligations to take advice of the imme- || 
diate representatives of the people; but he should | 


suppose, when he entertained so extraordinary a 


proposition as this, that he would desire to learn || 


what might be the views of the House of Repre- 
sentatives upon it; for, he repeated, when the treaty 
should be ratified it would be the supreme law of 


the land. The territory would have been acquired | 


and subjected to our laws, the people would have 
come under our jurisdiction, ond the House of Rep- 
resentatives would be forced to make the necessary 
appropriations to give it effect. The obligation 
rested on the House. It was so held by General 


Jackson and the two Houses of Congress in rela- | 


tion to the French treaty in 1831, where the French 


Government agreed to pay twenty-five millions | 


francs by instalments, and the French Chamber of 
Deputies refused to make the appropriation. Did 
not our Government treat that as a most outrage- 
ous breach of faith, and were we not on the very | 
point of going to war with France to enforce that | 
treaty ¢ 
What objects and purposes, then, had this | 
Administration been suahion to accomplish by this 
war,and what did it seek by this treaty ? Whether 
it should be ratified or not, was a matter in refer- | 
ence to which he did not express any opinion. If | 
that question was thrown into his hands for decis- | 
ion he should feel that there was devolved on him 
a fearful responsibility—a choice on the one hand | 


to our common country, and on the other hand a 


| 
j 
between a war which was fraught with awful evils 


treaty which he greatly feared would ultimately | 


produce calamities not less direful to the country 
than the prosecution of the war itself. 

He called the attention of the House and the 
country to the surprising change in the language 
made use of by the Administration and its friends, 
in relation to their objects and purposes, during 
the progress of the war. When it ‘as first com- 
menced we were told that their object was to ‘‘ con- 
quer a peace,’’and the friends of the Administration 
on this floor and elsewhere insisted that it should 
be a short war and a glorious war. 


and his friends to modify their language, and they 
then insisted that the objects of the war were * in- 
demnity for the past and security for the future.’ 


What was meant by these words no human being | 
In his annual message at the | 


was able to tell. 





Mexico owed our citizens prior to the war? Why 
| did he not say so? ‘ Indemnity” for all the ex- 
penses of the war? Why not say so, if this is 

** Indemnity” for all the blood 
and all the sacrifices made in the prosecution of the 
war? He said no such thing. 

Well, as to this “‘security.’” What did he mean 
by that? It seemed that he wanted to put Mexico 
in some way under bond for good behavior. Ex- 
| actly how it was to be done he could not perceive, 
except it were by bombarding her cities, blowing 
up her castles, dispersing her armies, and sending 
widowhood and orphanage to thousands of homes 
of that republic. He wanted “ security for the 
future’? in some way. At length this treaty had 
come, and it afforded new light on the subject. 

He referred to what were understood to be the 
terms of the treaty—the cession of all the country 
this side of the Rio Grande, and all of New Mex- 
ico, and nearly all of Upper California; and he 
| said that he had evidence before him, which he 
would imbody in his printed speech, sufficient to 
satisfy every reasonable man that that country was 
| not worth two straws, and was most properly and 


| what he meant? 





| Pennsylvania, (Mr C. J. InGersoxt,] ina phrase 


| pendous desert.’’ Such a treaty would give us 
upon the Pacific about ten degrees of latitude, viz: 
*| from 32° to 42°, the southern boundary of Oregon. 
And for this country we were to pay the enormous 
sum of twenty or twenty-one millions of dollars— 
to pay $15,000,000 to Mexico in round coin, 
(whether this included the ‘‘three millions’”’ or 
not he did not know,) and to assume some five or 
six millions of the claims of our citizens against 
Mexico. 
|| We were to pay this enormous sum, and take 
|| possession of this territory; and he would not give 
|| the county of Dutchess,in New York, forthe whole 
|| of it! We were to pay a sum greatly larger than 
|| we paid for the whole of the Louisiana territory, 
|| including what is now Louisiana, Arkansas, Mis- 
souri, lowa—and territory enough for six or eight 
more States—Texas being thrown into the bargain. 
|| To pay $21,000,000 for this miserable, worthless 
territory, under this most magnificent Administra- 
tion, in addition to the one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty millions already expended, and to the 
|| twenty-five or thirty thousand lives of American 
|| citizens sacrificed! This was to be paid for a vast 


| 


_ emphatically characterized by the gent!eman from | 


| which had become somewhat notorious, a ‘* stu- | 


_March 2, 
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them a half million, or even one or two millions of 
dollars. But when the Administration came to 
ore our paying about twenty millions of do}. 
|| lars in addition, it clearly acim Bw their object 
| was to compel Mexico to cede such portion of he, 
|, territory as we wanted, and to pay ae the terms 
| we ourselves saw fit to cotablich, The object of 
| this war, it turned out, then, was to drive ‘a bar. 
_ gain with Mexico—to force her to sell her country! 
| Mr. 8S. here remarked that, as his time was 
moving away so rapidly, he must pass over many 
of the topics of which he had intended to speak 
| and content himself by a general reference to them, 
| reserving to his written speech the full expres. 
| Sion of his views. He should attempt therein io 
prea 
That this acquisition of territory was none the 
| less a conquest because we stipulatedjto pay a 
|| compensation. _ 3 ; 
| That in acquiring this territory, and forcing q 
| large number—probably one hundred thousand 
| citizens of Mexico to come under our jurisdiction— 








we would be violating a great fundamental princi. 
ple of our own Government. 

That, by the acquisition of this territory, we were 
likely to introduce disaster and disunion among 
ourselves. That, by this acquisition, would be 
broken up what has been denominated the “ Mis. 
souri compromise,”’ because it would destroy the 
| foundation on which that compromise rested, which 
| was a fair, a just, and equitable division of the ex- 
| isting territory of the United States between the 
| free and slave States. After having acquired Texas 
in the manner we did, if we, in addition, were to 
acquire New Mexico and California, it would be 
an utter annihilation of the basis on which the 
| Missouri compromise rested. 

And, moreover, he said, (and this he regarded 
as a material point, but he could not dwell upon 
it,) that action upon this treaty in the Senate of the 
United States, or, if occasion should require it 
here, would place these bodies in such a position 
as to prev@nt their passing upon its merits. The 
President of the United States involves the coun- 
| try, by his own wanton act, in a foreign war, and 
after prosecuting it at an enormous expenditure, 
|| and sacrifice of money and valuable lives, he makes 
'a treaty to close the war. Now, he asked, if the 
|| Senate of the United States, or if the members of 
|| this House, could, under such circumstances, act 
1 on the merits of the treaty? Were they not placed 


| 
1 


i 
{ 


| 


expanse of mountains, rocks, and arid deserts, and || in such a situation that they were forced to choose 


dreds of thousands of the wild savages of that 
country, and to impose upon this Government 
hereafter, to the end of time, the necessity of main- 
taining an army, in addition to our old peace estab- 

lishment, of some five to ten thousand men, and 
| incurring an expense annually of some five to seven 
| millions of dollars in addition to the ordinary ex- 
penses of this Government. 

The President in his message informed us that 
when he sent this most distinguished diplomatist, 
Mr. Nicholas P. Trist, a clerk in the Department 
of State—of whom probably no ten members of 
Congress knew sotto before—that his propo- 
|| sition to the Mexican Government was to take all 
|| the territory he (Mr. S.) had mentioned; and in 
| addition, Lower California—a cape of land—no, he 

would not pervert language so as to say of land, 





| 
j 


| 
| 





running down back of Mexico to the equator. He 
|| commented upon the chaffering disposition mani- 
|| fested in this affair. He had never been able to 


} bring himself to believe that, as wild, extravagant, | 
} 


ridiculous as he considered this Administration, 


’ But not turn- || they ever had been in earnest in making this 
ing out so, it had become necessary for the President || proposition. 
was what the President was driving at. he | 


Yankees were said to have some talent at a trade, 
but he confessed here was a specimen of Tennessee 
ingenuity which distanced them. 

He next proceeded to argue from the understood 


commencement of the last session of Congress, the || stipulation of the treaty to pay this large amount 


President totally disclaimed all idea of conquest. | 
But at the present session he modified his language 
and said that his object was not to conquer ** Mex- 
ico’’—meaning the whole of Mexico; that he did 
not desire to extinguish her nationality, but that 
she should continue to exist as a separate and inde- 
pendent republic; and then he wound up by telling 
us, in very significant language, that we must have 
“indemnity for the past an 
ture.”’ “Indemnity”’ for what? Forthedebt which 





of money, the hollowness of the pretence set up 


| by the Administration of “ indemnity for the | 
past;”’ as, in case this had been the real object, | 
(Mexico having nothing but territory to indern- | 
nify us with,) he would have merely taken enough | 


to amount to the indemnity. Of course, in taking 


but a cape of rocks, mountains, sandy deserts— | 


It had turned out thata real bargain | 


with it we were to have under our jurisdiction hun- || between two enormous evils, and was it not likely 


|| then that it would be ratified, though with entire 
repugnance? Might not gentlemen in the other 
| wing of the Capitol vote for it, while believing it 
|| in the highest degree injurious to the country, for 
|| they found themselves so situated, that they were 
| obliged to choose between a bad war and a bad 
|| treaty? They might see fit to choose the latter as 
|, the least evil of the two. He wished, however, 
| in any remarks that he might make here, not to be 
_ understood as expressing any opinion whether the 
|, treaty should or should not be ratified. He never- 
|| theless must insist that it would be in the highest 
|, degree injurious to bring New Mexico and Cali- 
|, fornia under our jurisdiction and the laws of the 
| United States, “t place them on the same footing 
1 with the members of this Confederacy—New York, 
] Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
and Missouri, States which at no very distant day 
would have from three millions to five millions of 
| inhabitants each. He utterly denied that this coun- 
|| try could derive any considerable advantage from 
the territory to be acquired. And this brought 
| him to a subject that had a very important ees 
| on the general question which he had propound 


|| for consideration, and that was, whether the policy 
of this administration in regard to the objects 0 
| this war, was such as accords with the prosperity 
| and true interests of the people? He desired to 
|| say at this time, that he had collated and collected, 
| and in point of fact, had before him on his table, 
| a large mass of testimony on this pe which it 
| was totally impossible that he could submit to the 
committee in the time prescribed by the rules of 
the House. Its general tendency and effect, how- 
"ever, was to show that it was impossible that 
|, Administration could obtain any indemnity, even 
| for our original claim, from any portion of 


security for the fu- | 


territory, convenient boundaries were necessary, | territory of Mexico denominated the Northern 
| and it might well have been that such boundaries | States.” He was fully prepared to show that the 

would have taken us beyond our precise claim for | President was making a most extravagant bargain. 
| indemnity, and have been necessary for us to pay . If our Government were to take all the territory 
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